
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The GCHS Student Learning Handbook contains guidelines and best practices for 
student engagement, conduct, and opportunities to maximize your learning 
potential.  This handbook is designed to promote social and emotional 
engagement and to promote the values of Grover Cleveland High School as well 
as to further our shared mission and vision of fostering a community committed 
to equity, opportunity, and student learning.   
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Grover Cleveland High School Mission Statement 
 

At Grover Cleveland High School, we are committed to providing a rigorous, 
engaging, relevant education that challenges and equips students for the 

academic and professional challenges of the 21st Century.  
 

We are dedicated to fostering equity in a diverse, nurturing, safe and student-
centered environment where our children  

excel academically with relevant cultural, social and emotional support. 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
 

At Grover Cleveland High School, we believe students learn best when cognitively 
engaged in inquiry-based work through challenging and rigorous curricula that 

motivates them to formulate questions, think critically, evaluate, problem-solve and 
engage with one another in meaningful discourse and analysis. 

 
We will implement rigorous instruction that is culturally responsive, delivered by a 
caring and dedicated staff that facilitates student engagement and discourse in a 

supportive and challenging learning environment. 
 

We will foster an inclusive environment where diverse learners have equal access to 
instruction and will graduate prepared to be civic-minded, engaged citizens of our 

school community and beyond and to thrive in the college and career of their choice. 
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CITY OF NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

GROVER CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL – Marc A. Pascente, Principal  
2127 Himrod Street Ridgewood, NY 11385 718.381.9600 extension 137 fax 718.417.8457  
www.groverclevelandhs.org 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Families, 

 

It is a pleasure to have you as a member of the Grover Cleveland High School community.  We 

have planned for every opportunity for your child to succeed at our school and anticipate your 

support and collaboration in preparing your child to be a positive and contributing member of 

our school community, and our city.   

 

At Grover Cleveland High School, we pride ourselves on the positive learning environment in 

our school and continue to set clear expectations for an environment that is conducive to 

academic, social and emotional learning and growth. We look forward to working with you and 

your children in order to provide continuous opportunities for student and familial engagement 

in our school community.   

 

Our staff is dedicated to ensuring that our mission and vision for student learning are actualized 

and that students feel valued as individuals.  We are dedicated to the Department of Education 

vision to create a more equitable environment where your children have every opportunity to 

reach their full potential regardless of background, race, ethnicity or gender. Please do not 

hesitate to reach out to us with questions, concerns, or ideas.   I have enclosed a copy of our 

student and family handbook for your review.  I look forward to welcoming you to our beautiful 

school and supporting your children as they dream for the future. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Marc A. Pascente 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

http://www.groverclevelandhs.org/
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Citywide Instructional Priorities 

 

At Grover Cleveland High School, we support the Chancellor’s goals for Equity, 
Inclusion, and Rigorous Instruction and we will… 
 

● Provide inclusive, rigorous instruction to every child, in a safe, welcoming, 
and affirming environment. 

 
● Improve every community’s experiences with the DOE.  Empower families 

with a shared mission for student success and equitable outcomes. 
 

● Cultivate a learning culture by valuing and developing individuals and 
teams. 

 
● Transform outcomes by tackling inequities in all forms throughout the 

system. 
 

 

Grover Cleveland High School 2025-26 Instructional Focus 
 

At Grover Cleveland High School, we are committed to implementing Building 
Thinking Classrooms (BTC) and continuing the study and shift to relevant and 
actionable performance objectives through continued implementation of EEI 
informed practices. With the use of ongoing formative assessment and data-

driven instruction, lessons will be structured to ensure student thinking is visible 
and promotes active engagement across all subjects. These strategies will foster 

critical thinking, deepen understanding, and empower students to take ownership 
of their learning.  
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GROVER CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL – Marc A. Pascente, Principal  
2127 Himrod Street Ridgewood, NY 11385 718.381.9600 extension 137 fax 718.417.8457  
www.groverclevelandhs.org 

 

 
Grover Cleveland High School 2025-2026 Bell Schedule 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

PERIOD 

MONDAY-FRIDAY   

BEGINNING END 
PD 

Time 

0 7:45 8:25 40 

1 8:30 9:15 45 

2 9:18 10:03 45 

3 10:06 10:54 48 
(Announcements) 

4 10:57 11:42 45 

5 11:44 12:29 45 

6 12:31 1:16 45 

7 1:18 2:03 45 

8 2:05 2:50 45 

Teacher Time    

Monday 7:30 2:50 PD 
7:30 AM - 8:30AM (60 min) 

Tuesday 7:50 2:50 OPW 
7:50 - 8:30AM (40 min) 

Wed - Fri 8:30 2:50  

Additional 

OPW/Outreach 
(must be documented) 

  Parent Engagement (Remote) 
55 minutes per week 

http://www.groverclevelandhs.org/
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Faculty & Staff Directory 
 

Administration Email 

Principal Mr. Pascente MPascente@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Organization Mr. Ambrosini GAmbrosini@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Pupil Personnel Services Ms. Crino PRaneri@schools.nyc.gov 

Coordinator Security Mr. Irizarry MIrizar5@schools.nyc.gov 

   

Assistant Principals Supervision Email 

Foreign Language / ESL Dr. Teicher-Fahrbach AFahrbach@schools.nyc.gov 

Math Ms. Hanna MHanna9@schools.nyc.gov 

Instructional Support Mr. Thomas      DThomas28@schools.nyc.gov 

Science Dr. Tatay JTatay@schools.nyc.gov 

Social Studies, IA Ms. Crespo VCrespo@schools.nyc.gov 

ELA, Music & Art, IA Mr. Neve BNeve@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Supervision Ms. Mamo-Vacacela MMamoVa@schools.nyc.gov 

  

Secretaries Email 

Principal Ms. Torre Btorre@schools.nyc.gov 

Pupil Accounting Ms. Cruz MCruz7@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Supervision Ms. Schweiger LSchweiger@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Pupil Personnel/Guidance Ms. Capri     RCapri@schools.nyc.gov 

AP Instructional Support Ms. Stines CStines@schools.nyc.gov 

ISS/SPED Ms. Hilerio JHilerio@schools.nyc.gov 

Payroll Ms. Zdazenski NZdazenski@schools.nyc.gov 

Purchasing/Supplies Ms. Mendez DMendez23@schools.nyc.gov 

Program Office Ms. Pacheco CPacheco@schools.nyc.gov 

Records Ms. Visintainer, R.  RVisaint@schools.nyc.gov 

Parent Coordinator Email 

Parent Coordinator Ms. Martinez LMartinez37@schools.nyc.gov 

 

Guidance Counselors/ Advisors / SAPIS / RAPP Email 

Reception Guidance Suite / Ms. Manno AManno@schools.nyc.gov 

9th Grade Ms. Pugliese MPugliese3@schools.nyc.gov 
10th Grade Ms. Gray KGray13@schools.nyc.gov 
11th Grade Ms. D’Aguanno PDaguanno@schools.nyc.gov 

12th Grade Ms. Ramirez ARamirez@schools.nyc.gov 

ENL / Bilingual Services Ms. Irace CIrace@schools.nyc.gov 

Second Opportunity Counselor Ms. Enriquez BEnriquez@schools.nyc.gov 

9th Grade - Related Services Mr. LoCastro PLoCastro@schools.nyc.gov 

9th/10th Grade - Related Services Ms. Talley-Pinnock YTalleyPinnock@schools.nyc.gov 

11th/12th Grade - Related Services Ms. Smith JSmith9@schools.nyc.gov 

Aces/Horizon Counselor Ms. Ghattas MGhattas3@schools.nyc.gov 

SAPIS Ms. Valdez AValdez12@schools.nyc.gov 

IDCC Psychotherapist/MHC/Bilingual Mr. Vega JVega@interborough.org 

IDCC Psychotherapist Ms. Culajay KCulajay@interborough.org 

Occupational Therapist Ms. Zeltmann KZeltmann@schools.nyc.gov 

mailto:AValdez12@schools.nyc.gov
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Pathways to Graduation 79Q950 Email 

Principal Jeffrey Robbins JRobbins@schools.nyc.gov 

Assistant Principal Yvette Fannell YFannell@schools.nyc.gov 

 

Administrative / School Assignments Email Room Phone 

College Advisor Mr. Parkinson JParkinson@schools.nyc.gov 140 1407 

Coordinator of Student Affairs Mr. Colbert  SColbert@schools.nyc.gov  140A 1403 

Senior Advisor Mr. Catalano RCatalano@schools.nyc.gov 140A 1404 

Yearbook Ms. Cooper-Jennings  MCooper36@schools.nyc.gov 140A 1404 

 

School Based Support Team Email Room Phone 

School Psychologist Ms. Verbeeck EVerbeeck@schools.nyc.gov 315 3153 

Bilingual Psychologist/SBST Ms. Pacheco WPacheco2@schools.nyc.gov 250 2501 

Bilingual Psychologist/SBST Ms. Valluzzi AValluzzi@schools.nyc.gov 250 2501 

Social Worker Mr. Tice  CTice@schools.nyc.gov 130 1305 

IEP Teacher Ms. Azemard MAzemard@schools.nyc.gov 151 1511 

Teachers Email   

Ms. Acosta aacosta22@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Adikimenakis wadizimenakis2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Alduk balduk@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Alexander salexander19@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Almandoz kalmandoz@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Altschuler maltsch@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Azemard mazemard@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Baker-Smith JBaker8@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Beatty msbeatty@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Bejarano abejarano@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Berisha aberisha@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Bohack mbohack@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Bolivar gbolivar@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Campbell bcampbe5@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Caschetta jcaschetta@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Catalano rcatalano@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Chen kchen28@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Cipolla tcipolla@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Colbert scolbert@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Constantinou cconstantinou@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Costanza dcostanza@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Cuffie vcuffie@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Dawidowska adawidowska@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Doty ddoty@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Edindjiklian nedindj@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. El Tabakh meltaba@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Feng sfeng3@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Fitzpatrick bfitzpa2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Fleming mfleming25@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Forte mforte2@schools.nyc.gov   

about:blank
http://salexander19@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:kalmandoz@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:maltsch@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mazemard@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:msbeatty@schools.nyc.gov
about:blank
mailto:aberisha@schools.nyc.gov
http://mbohack@schools.nyc.gov/
about:blank
mailto:bcampbe5@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jcaschetta@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:rcatalano@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:kchen28@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:tcipolla@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:scolbert@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:CConstantinou@schools.nyc.gov
http://vcuffie@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:adawidowska@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ddoty@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:nedindj@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:meltaba@schools.nyc.gov
about:blank
mailto:bfitzpa2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mforte2@schools.nyc.gov
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Teachers Email   

Ms. Gallenero sgallenero@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Galo mgalo@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Gambina agambina@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. F. Garcia fgarciajr@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. E. Garcia egarcia148@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Gil agil4@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Giurea agiurea@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Gomez fgomez12@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. R. Gonzalez rgonzalez92@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Goodman dgoodman11@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Green bgreen8@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Greenblatt ggreenblatt@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Grossman lgrossman6@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Guerra dguerra2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Guille bguille@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Guo qguo3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. S. Hanna shanna23@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Heffernan pheffernan3@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Herrera dherrera16@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Hilson-Schneider hhilsonschneide@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Hornick lhornick@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Horvath ahorvath@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Hou NHou@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Irizarry mirizar5@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Jennings mcooper36@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Jensen bjensen4@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Karoutsos AKaroutsos2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Keheian ckeheian@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Kiefer lkiefer@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Kirmser ckirmser3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Klamrowska iklamro@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Kokoronis ekokoronis3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Koplitz ekoplitz@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Kwon skwon6@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Lau alau7@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Liaukovich aliaukovich@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Licata klicata3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Lief clief@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Lin xlin22@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Liriano lliriano4@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Lithgow clithgow3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Liu xliu16@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Loonie sloonie@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Lum clum@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Mair fmair@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Mantilla gmantilla@schools.nyc.gov   

mailto:sgallenero@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mgalo@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:agambina@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:fgarciajr@schools.nyc.gov
about:blank
mailto:agil4@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:agiurea@schools.nyc.gov
about:blank
mailto:DGoodman11@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:bgreen8@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:dguerra2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:bguille@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:hhilsonschneide@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:lhornick@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mirizar5@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:bjensen4@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ckeheian@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:lkiefer@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:iklamro@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:EKokoronis3@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ekoplitz@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:clief@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:lliriano4@schools.nyc.gov
http://clithgow3@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:SLoonie@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:clum@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:fmair@schools.nyc.gov
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Ms. Maris gmaris@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Martiz tmartiz@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Mcdonnell rymcdonnell29@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Melamed emelame@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Michel emichel4@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Mihalatos emihalatos@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Monaco dmonaco@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Morales rmorales44@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Morales smorales26@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Morfoot bmorfoot@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Oliveros aoliveros2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Olko molko@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Pappas epappas@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Parkinson jparkinson@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Pereira apereira@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Pichardo jpichardo16@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Prashad dprasha@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Rani brani2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Rapozo hrapozo@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Revilla srevilla2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Rivas lrivas9@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Romero jromero24@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Sabin asabin@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Salazar psalazar4@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Sanchez esanchez56@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Sanchez jsanchez4@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Sankar asankar2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Scimemi pscimemi@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Schuster kschuster2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Sichler jsichler@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Siguenza rsiguen@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Singh asingh31@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Smith csmith235@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Smith fsmith22@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Stallone mstallone5@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Sternlieb msternl@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Suen ksuen@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Sullivan csullivan3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Tabacco jtabacco@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Toramall ntoramall@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Tortorelli ptortorelli2@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Tsambazis ntsamba@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Tuatis mtuatis@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Valderamma mvalderamma@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Vanchieri mvanchieri@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Vargas svargas33@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Viera sviera@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Visintainer avisisntainer@schools.nyc.gov   

mailto:gmaris@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:tmartiz@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:rymcdonnell29@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:emelame@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:emichel4@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:emihalatos@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:dmonaco@schools.nyc.gov
about:blank
mailto:smorales26@schools.nyc.gov
http://molko@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:epappas@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jparkinson@schools.nyc.gov
http://apereira@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:dprasha@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:brani2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:srevilla2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:lrivas9@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jromero24@schools.nyc.gov
http://asabin@schools.nyc.gov/
http://psalazar4@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:jsanchez4@schools.nyc.gov
http://asankar2@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:PScimemi@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:rsiguen@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:asingh31@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:csmith235@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:fsmith22@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mstallone5@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:msternl@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ksuen@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:csullivan3@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jtabacco@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ntoramall@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ptortorelli2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:ntsamba@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mtuatis@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mvalderamma@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mvanchieri@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:svargas33@schools.nyc.gov
http://avisisntainer@schools.nyc.gov/
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Mr. Walsh dwalsh19@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Warner rwarner3@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Weinstein gweinstein2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Wiesen bwiesen3@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Wilk twilk@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Zheng nzheng2@schools.nyc.gov   

Mr. Zigler dzigler@schools.nyc.gov   

Ms. Zuber tzuber@schools.nyc.gov   

http://dwalsh19@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:rwarner3@schools.nyc.gov
http://gweinstein2@schools.nyc.gov/
mailto:BWiesen3@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:twilk@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:nzheng2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:dzigler@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:tzuber@schools.nyc.gov
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Grover Cleveland High School Floor Plan 
 

First Floor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Floor 
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The Second Floor from Room 217-203 is The Riverview School, a co-located school 
in District 75.  Grover Cleveland Students do not take classes in this area and 

should travel around The Riverview School when moving throughout the school.  
This is in order to ensure that the appropriate educational environment at The 
Riverview School is maintained at all times and that the educational needs of 

Riverview students are accommodated.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

13 

 
Third Floor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

14 

 
Basement: 

Art and Music Rooms 
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Student Entry and Scanning 

 
 

Scanning 
Grover Cleveland High School is a scanned school.  This means that students and visitors will be 
required to pass through airport style security when entering the facility.  This is designed to 
promote a safe educational environment conducive to student learning.  If you take a few steps 
prior to entry, the process will be quick, smooth and stress free for all students.  
 
Scanning opens at 7:40 AM each morning.  If you have a first period class, you should arrive as 
early as possible in order to ensure that you have plenty of time to enter and eat breakfast.   
 

Preparations Prior to Entry 

In order to expedite the scanning process, please cooperate in the following manner: 

● Remove all metal items from pockets and place in book bag (foil packaging, keys, pens, 
cell-phone pouches, headphones, laptops/tablets or any items containing metal) 

● Baskets may be provided for small items such as keys, change, watches, etc. 

● Place book-bag, purses, and other bags on conveyor belt 

● Remove belts and place on conveyor belt for x-ray 

● Students should have identification cards out and in hand ready to scan at the ID station 

By following the above procedures daily, students will expedite the scanning process and 
ensure that all students arrive in a timely manner. 
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Grover Cleveland High School Electronic Device Policy 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to support students in the learning process at Grover Cleveland 
High School by minimizing disruptions caused by cell phones and other personal Internet-
enabled electronic devices.  While we recognize the educational functionality of such devices 
and that these devices are a common means of communication, their use during the school day 
may interfere with instruction, student engagement, and overall academic focus.  

  

State Law Compliance 

In accordance with New York State Education Law §2803, effective August 1, 2025, all schools 
are required to implement a policy that prohibits the use of personal Internet-enabled devices 
during the school day on school grounds. An Internet-enabled electronic device is defined as 
any device capable of connecting to the Internet and accessing online content. This includes, 
but is not limited to, cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches, laptops, tablets, iPads, and 
portable music or entertainment systems. As noted by Governor Hochul: ‘We’re giving students 
seven hours a day free from distractions…’ ”  

  

New York City Public School Compliance 

Starting this school year, NYC public schools are enforcing an updated Chancellor’s Regulation 
A413, in line with New York State’s new Distraction-Free Schools initiative. Students may bring 
phones and smart devices to school, but they cannot use them at all during the school day. 
Devices must be stored securely—not just in backpacks.   

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-413-
english.pdf   

  

Grover Cleveland  High School Policy Statement 

In compliance with New York State Education Law §2803 and the statewide Distraction Free 
Schools initiative, and Chancellor’s Regulation A413, Grover Cleveland High School will 
implement a “bell-to-bell” ban on all internet enabled personal devices—including 
smartphones, smartwatches with messaging or call capability, laptops, tablets, e-readers, 
entertainment devices such as portable gaming consoles, music players, headphones or airpods 
etc.—during the entire school day, on all school grounds (including classrooms, hallways, 
cafeteria, and bathrooms) unless explicitly authorized for instructional or medical use. The 
school day is defined as the time a student enters the school building until the conclusion of 
their program day inclusive of lunch and any study period in their official schedule. Students will 
be able to use school/NYCPS-issued devices during the school day.  

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-413-english.pdf
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-413-english.pdf
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The policy also provides:  

1. Secure on-site storage solutions to ensure devices are inaccessible during the school 
day. Students will be provided with a locking pouch that they will be responsible for 
bringing to school each morning. 

2. A clear method for parents or guardians to contact students during school 
hours. Parents can contact their children at 718-381-9600 ext. 1296 

3. Students in an emergency may contact parents via a dedicated telephone in the main 
office, the guidance suite, or the dean’s office. 

4. Exemptions for designated educational use, medical necessity, translation services, or 

other approved circumstances.  

By enforcing this policy, Grover Cleveland High School aims to foster an environment that 
supports academic success and enhances student safety.  

 

Cell Phone Guidelines 

Collection/Storage 

● Upon arrival, students will power off their devices and secure them in their electronic 
device pouch.   

● Students will be provided with a locking electronic device pouch: Each student will 
receive a device storage pouch.  Students are responsible for use and care of the pouch 
issued to them while they are registered at Grover Cleveland High School.  

● Students will place their devices in the electronic device pouch and secure it in front of 
school staff each morning at scanning.  The pouch will be placed in the scanner separate 
from a student’s bag.  

● Students will maintain possession of the phone in its pouch all day.  

● At the end of the school day, students will remove their electronic devices from their 
pouches at the stations set up near Exit 18 (Auditorium) and the Main Lobby.  

● Students with approved early dismissal will be able to unlock their pouch in Room 127. 

● Devices used or concealed by students in contravention of state law will be subject to 
confiscation.   Devices will only be returned to a parent or guardian.  

NOTE: In the event that a pouch is lost or damaged, the school will engage parents to 
determine if a nominal fee of $20 for a replacement will be required.   
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Emergency Communications  

1. In case of emergency or exigent circumstances, parents or guardians can call the school 
directly in order to reach their child.   

2. In case of emergency or exigent circumstances, students may access landline phones in 
the Main Office, the  Guidance suite, or the dean’s office in order to reach their parents 
or guardians.  

3. In case of emergency or exigent circumstances, the school will use DOE Messaging to 
communicate information to parents or guardians.  

NOTE: Parents/guardians must activate their NYCSA account to access DOE Messaging. It is the 
parent/guardian's responsibility to ensure that the contact information and phone numbers are 
up to date.  

  

Exceptions  

● Students are allowed to use their device if they have an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or 504 Plan that includes use of an internet-enabled device and do not 
have a DOE-issued device for such purpose.  

● If a parent/guardian believes that their child requires an exception for reasons such as: 
medical monitoring/treatments (for example to monitor blood sugar or other similar 
circumstances), if student is a caregiver, for approved language purposes (such as 
translation or interpretation services if no other means are available), or where 
otherwise required by law, they must send an email to our Parent Coordinator Ms. 
Martinez at lmartinez37@schools.nyc.gov 

● The principal/designee may authorize use for an educational purpose.    

● Exceptions will be processed and approved within one week by Assistant Principal Crino, 
AP of Guidance and Assistant Principal Thomas, AP Security.  

  

Consequences for Violations  

Students who use electronic devices in violation of the NYCPS Discipline Code, the school's 
policy, Chancellor's Regulation A-413, and/or the NYCPS Internet Acceptable Use and Safety 
Policy ("IAUSP") will be subject to progressive discipline. This means that the disciplinary 
responses will escalate based on the nature and frequency of the violation. As provided in the 
State law, a student may not be suspended solely on the grounds that the student accessed a 
personal internet-enabled device in violation of school policy.  

1. First Offense: Warning and re-locking of device.  

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/nyc-schools-account
mailto:lmartinez37@schools.nyc.gov
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/know-your-rights/discipline-code
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/policies/internet-acceptable-use-policy
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/policies/internet-acceptable-use-policy
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2. Second Offense: Parent/guardian notification. The device will be confiscated for the 
remainder of the school day and returned only to a parent or guardian.   

3. Third Offense: Detention and parent/guardian meeting. The device will be confiscated 
until the parent/guardian attends the meeting.  

4. Repeated Offenses and Incidents of Insubordination (i.e., refusal to surrender or store 
device) will result in confiscation of the device daily and storage in the dean’s office 
and may result in a suspension in accordance with the NYC Schools Citywide Behavioral 
Expectations to Support Student Learning (Grades 6–12)  

Other  

In the unlikely event that an electronic device is stolen or damaged at school, parents can 
submit a claim to the Comptroller’s Office. More information on submitting a claim is available 
on the Comptroller’s webpage.  

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a focused and productive learning 
environment. If you have any questions or need further clarification regarding these policies, 
please do not hesitate to contact Assistant Principal Thomas at DThomas28@schools.nyc.gov or 
Assistant Principal Crino at Praneri@schools.nyc.gov.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/services/for-the-public/claims/e-filing/
mailto:DThomas28@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:Praneri@schools.nyc.gov
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NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

GROVER CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL – Marc A. Pascente, Principal 
          Patrizia Crino, AP PPS 

2127 Himrod Street Ridgewood, NY 11385          718.381.9600 extension 1361  fax 718.417.8457 praneri@schools.nyc.gov 
 

. 

Student Dress Code Policy 
 

In order to maintain a positive learning environment, it is expected that Grover Cleveland High 
School students dress in a manner that maintains an environment of college and careers and 
teaching and learning. We expect Grover Cleveland High School students to dress appropriately, 
to ensure safety and to keep the focus on teaching and learning, while expressing their 
individuality. We would like all parents and guardians to remind students of proper dress 
protocols on campus.  
 
Students, please take note of the following clothing items and accessories that do not support 
college and career readiness, and so, are not appropriate for a school setting: 
 

● Clothing/accessories that contains references to drugs, alcohol, sex, violence, racism, or 
gang affiliation 

● Clothing that does not provide coverage of torso, undergarments and private body 
parts, including see-through garments of any kind  

● Short shorts (or any clothing item that rises above mid-thigh) 

● Headbands 

● Beads 

● Sunglasses (while indoors) 

● Visors 

● Bandanas 

● Hats, or caps - With the exception of headwear worn for religious observance (hijab, kufi, 
burga, sheitel, turban, etc.) 

 
If a student comes to school wearing clothing prohibited by the dress code, then the student’s 
parent/guardian will be notified, the student may be subject to the interventions and 
disciplinary responses set forth in the NYC DOE Discipline Code, and the student will be 
expected to make appropriate adjustments to his or her clothing to conform with the dress 
code, i.e.: turning shirt inside out, borrowing temporary clothing until the end of the school 
day, etc.  
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2025–2026 School Year Calendar  

 

September 4 Thursday First day of school 

September 17 Wednesday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for elementary 
schools and Pre-K Centers 

September 18 Thursday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for middle  
schools and D75 schools 

September 23–24 
Tuesday– 
Wednesday 

Rosh Hashanah, schools closed 

September 25 Thursday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for high  
schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools 

October 2 Thursday Yom Kippur, schools closed 

October 13 Monday 
Italian Heritage/Indigenous Peoples' Day, schools  
closed 

October 20 Monday Diwali, schools closed 

November 4 Tuesday Election Day; students do not attend school 

November 6 Thursday 

Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher 
Conferences  
for elementary schools; students in these schools  
dismissed three hours early 

November 11 Tuesday Veterans Day, schools closed 

November 13 Thursday 

Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher 
Conferences  
for middle schools and D75; students in these  
schools dismissed three hours early 
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November 20 Thursday 
Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher 
Conferences  
for high schools, K–12 and 6–12 schools 

November 21 Friday 
Afternoon Parent-Teacher Conferences for high  
schools, K–12 and 6–12 schools; students in these  
schools dismissed three hours early 

November 27–28 
Thursday– 
Friday 

Thanksgiving Recess, schools closed 

December 24–
January 2 

Wednesday
–Friday 

Winter Recess, schools closed 

January 19 Monday Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, schools closed 

January 20–23 
Tuesday– 
Friday 

Regents Administration 

January 26  Monday 
Professional Development Day for high schools and  
6–12 schools; students in these schools do not  
attend 

January 27 Tuesday Spring Semester begins 

February 16–20 
Monday– 
Friday 

Midwinter Recess, schools closed 

March 5 Thursday 
Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences  
for elementary schools and Pre-K Centers; students  
in these schools dismissed three hours early 

March 12 Thursday 
Afternoon and Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences  
for middle schools and D75 schools; students in  
these schools dismissed three hours early 

March 18 Wednesday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for high  
schools, K–12 and 6–12 schools 

March 19 Thursday 
Afternoon Parent-Teacher Conferences for high  
schools, K-12 and 6-12 schools; students in these  
schools dismissed three hours early 
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March 20 Friday Eid al-Fitr, schools closed 

April 2–10 
Thursday– 
Friday 

Spring Recess schools closed 

May 7 Thursday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for elementary  
schools and Pre-K Centers 

May 14 Thursday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for middle  
schools and D75 schools 

May 21 Thursday 
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences for high  
schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools 

May 25 Monday Memorial Day, schools closed 

May 27 Wednesday Eid al-Adha, schools closed 

June 4 Thursday 
Anniversary Day/Chancellor's Conference Day for  
staff development: students do not attend 

June 5 Friday 

Clerical Day for elementary schools, middle schools, K-
12 schools, and standalone D75 programs; students in 
these schools  
do not attend 

June 9-10; June 
17–25 

Tuesday– 
Thursday 

Regents Administration (No exams will be held on  
June 19) 

June 19 Friday Juneteenth, schools closed 

June 26 Friday Last day of school for students 
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STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Standards Of Conduct and Behavioral Expectations 

Every student is required to adhere to appropriate standards of conduct as well as the code of 
conduct for Grover Cleveland High School. The rules and regulations were developed by the 
Principal and the safety committee to ensure an environment that is conducive to learning and 
academic achievement.  
 

A summary of the more important rules, regulations and responsibilities is listed below. These 
expectations are aligned with the City of New York Department of Education Citywide 
Behavioral Expectations.  These standards include, but are not limited to the following:  

Punctuality 

● Students are expected to arrive at school at least 15 minutes before their first class 
begins. 

● Students must report to classes prior to the first bell so as not to disrupt class in 
progress. 

● Consistently tardy students will be subject to parental notification and support for 
attendance improvement. 

Citizenship 

● The playing of music or other intrusive sounds that are not conducive to an educational 
setting and is prohibited.  Nor shall students use cell-phones or communication devices 
for any purpose other than what is educationally approved (see cell phone policy) 

● The wearing of headphones or in-ear music devices is prohibited for safety reasons. 

● It is forbidden to deface or damage any NYC DOE property.  

● Students will strive to resolve all conflicts in a peaceful manner. 

● Weapons of any type are prohibited (see NYCDOE Code of Conduct for a complete list of 
prohibited weapons). 
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Illegal Substances  

● Smoking is not permitted anywhere at Grover Cleveland High School.  

● The possession, purchase, sale, or use of illegal drugs in or near the school building is 
prohibited by law.  

● The consumption or introduction of alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited. 
 

 

Academic Integrity 

Students will be subject to disciplinary action if they are found engaging in scholastic dishonesty 
which includes but is NOT limited to: 

● Cheating such as: Copying from another’s test paper, using material during a test which 
is not authorized by the person giving the test; collaborating with another student 
during the test without authorization; knowingly using, buying, stealing, transporting, or 
soliciting, in whole or part, the contents of an un-administered test; substituting for 
another student or permitting another student to substitute for one’s self to take a test; 
bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered; or securing copies of 
the test or answers to the test in advance of the test; being found in possession of an 
unauthorized electronic device such as a phone, computer, tablet computer etc., while 
taking a test. 

● Plagiarizing (appropriating another’s work and using it as one’s own for credit without 
the required citation and attributions. For example: Copying written work from the 
internet, (any other source) 

● Colluding (engaging in fraudulent collaboration with another person in preparing 
written work for credit) 

Student Responsibilities 

● Students must come to school prepared with notebooks/loose leaf, pen/pencils. It is 
each student’s responsibility to complete all tasks and assignments. Failure to do so 
detracts from related instructional time and achievement. 

● The wearing, carrying, or displaying of clothing or paraphernalia such as bandannas, 
beads, medallions, or other articles of clothing which may cause distraction or adversely 
affect the safety and security of the school is strictly prohibited.  

● Students are responsible for their personal possessions during the school day. The 
wearing of expensive jewelry, three-finger rings or the carrying of large amounts of 
money is forbidden.   

● Students are expected to regularly check their NYC DOE student email accounts and 
accept all Google Classroom invitations.  Google classroom will be used for remote 
instruction in the event of  inclement weather.  
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● Student schedules will be available via NYC  Schools account and Syncgrades. Students 
should use their NYC  Schools or their Syncgrades account to access their 
program/schedule of classes. Students will receive picture IDs at the beginning of the 
term. A valid picture ID must be carried by every student and must be presented upon 
request to establish identity and registration at Grover Cleveland High School.  Lost ID 
cards must be reported to the dean’s office.  

 

Extra-Curricular, Senior Activity & Field Trip Eligibility Requirements 

Students and parents should be aware that extra-curricular activities are a privilege. This privilege will be 
revoked in cases where students who have not demonstrated appropriate behavior or adherence to 
high standards of academic achievement or citizenship during the school year.  Extra-curricular 
activities, bonus trips and excursions are designed to supplement your education and help you to foster 
and develop non-academic talents and abilities.  As such, the administration and staff of Grover 
Cleveland High School endeavors to provide students with a wide variety of extra-curricular activities 
that will promote student involvement in the life of the school and augment your classroom learning.   
Participation in extracurricular activities is a “privilege, not a right.” In order to participate in 
extracurricular activities, students must adhere to the following standards of conduct.  Student conduct 
will be recorded on a weekly basis, and the Council of Student Activities will in coordination with the 
principal, review conduct in order to determine eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities.  
Eligibility will be evaluated on an individual basis.  Students retain the right to appeal exclusion from 
activities to the principal.  Participation will be determined based on the following three categories, in 
addition to the Citywide Behavioral Expectations of the City of New York Department of Education: 

Academic 
 

1. Students must be in “good standing” academically.  Good standing means that students will 
maintain a minimum average of 65 and will be passing all classes with a minimum grade of 65. 

2. For Senior Activities, students will be fourth year students on track to graduate no later than 
August of their fourth year of high school. 
 

Discipline 
 

1. Students who are suspended at either principal’s or superintendent’s level will not be permitted 
to participate in extra-curricular activities for the duration of the suspension.  

2. Students will not have any unexcused absences from an individual class or classes (cuts).  
Students who have more than one unexcused absence during a marking period will not be 
permitted to participate in extra-curricular activities. 

3. Students will not be excessively tardy to school, without a letter or phone call from a parent.  
Excessively tardy is defined as being ten or more minutes late on five or more occasions during a 
calendar month. 
 

Citizenship 
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1. Students will model behavior which is in keeping with the mission, vision, and core values of 
Grover Cleveland High School. 

2. Students will cultivate constructive relationships with peers and adults and will strive to 
peacefully resolve all conflict and disagreement. 

 
Additionally, every student is required to adhere to appropriate standards of conduct and to the 
uniform disciplinary code of Grover Cleveland High School. The rules and regulations were developed by 
school administration, School Leadership Team and School Safety Committee to ensure an environment 
that is conducive to learning and academic achievement. 

 
Grover Cleveland High School Code of Conduct for 

PSAL Athletic & Intramural Activity Eligibility  
 

Participation in PSAL and intramural athletics is a “privilege, not a right.” In order to participate in 
athletics, students must adhere to the following standards of conduct and academic standards.  Student 
conduct will be recorded on a weekly basis, and the Council of Student Activities will in coordination 
with the principal, the deans, and the guidance staff, review conduct in order to determine eligibility to 
participate in PSAL and intramural athletics.  Eligibility will be evaluated on an individual basis.  Students 
retain the right to appeal, to the principal, exclusion from activities.  Participation will be determined 
based on the following three categories, in addition to the Behavioral Expectations of the City of New 
York Department of Education and the Grover Cleveland High School Code of Conduct: 

1. Academic Achievement 

2. Disciplinary Record 

3. Citizenship 

Academic 

1. Students must be in “good standing” academically.  Good standing means that students will, 
during the most recent marking period, prior to the commencement of the athletic season, have 
passed all classes with a minimum grade of 65 and a minimum average of 65.   

2. The most recent student transcript must report a passing grade in all classes with a minimum 
grade of 65 and a semester average of 65 or higher.   

3. Preference for participation in extracurricular and PSAL activities will be given to students who 
have earned the requisite number of credits and are on track to graduate in four years.   

4. Students will have a positive recommendation from at least one classroom teacher. 

Discipline 

1. If a student is suspended at either a principal’s or superintendent’s level at any time during the 
season, or if on a pre-hearing suspension at an alternate educational setting, they will be 
considered ineligible for participation and subject to removal from the team. 

2. Students will not have been suspended during the marking period prior to the season.  If a 
student has been suspended during the marking period prior to the season, a review will be 
undertaken by the principal, the guidance office, and the Council of Student Activities.  If the 
student is subsequently denied permission to participate in athletics, the student may request 
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that the principal review the student’s overall disciplinary file with the student and the dean of 
students for reconsideration. 

3. Students will not have any unexcused absences from an individual class or classes (cuts) during 
the season.  Should a student be unexcused from any individual classes during the season, the 
student is subject to removal from the activity. 

4. Students will not have arrived tardy to school, without a letter or phone call from a parent, on 
more than four (4) occasions during a calendar month.   Students who are tardy on more than 
four occasions may be placed on probationary status. Failure to remediate a situation of chronic 
tardiness may result in removal from activity. 

Citizenship 

1. Students will model behavior which is in keeping with the mission, vision, and core values of 
Grover Cleveland High School. 

2. Students will cultivate constructive relationships with peers and adults and will strive to 
peacefully resolve all conflict and disagreement. 

Additionally, every student is required to adhere to appropriate standards of conduct and to the 
uniform disciplinary code of Grover Cleveland High School.  The rules and regulations were developed by the 
administration and the Safety Committee to ensure an environment that is conducive to learning and 
academic achievement.  
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Grover Cleveland High School 
Course of Studies 

Fall Semester Term 1 Spring Semester Term 2 

9th Grade 

Biology or Earth & Space Science 
ELA or ESL  
Foreign Language 
Global 9 
Algebra or Geometry 
Physical Education/Health 
Elective  

Biology or Earth & Space Science 
ELA or ESL  
Foreign Language 
Global 9 
Algebra or Geometry 
Physical Education/Health 
Elective  

10th Grade 

Earth & Space Science or Chemistry 
ELA or ESL 
Global 10 or AP World History 
Geometry or Algebra II 
Physical Education 
Foreign Language  
Elective 

Earth & Space Science or Chemistry 
ELA or ESL 
Global 10 or AP World History 
Geometry or Algebra II 
Physical Education 
Foreign Language  
Elective 

11th Grade 

Chemistry, Physics or Science Elective 
Algebra II or Geometry 
ELA (or ESL) Literature or AP English  
U.S. History or AP U.S. History 
Foreign Language Yr 3 or AP Spanish Elective 
Art or Music Elective   
Introduction to Law Elective 
AP Computer Science Elective 
Physical Education  

Chemistry, Physics or Science Elective 
Algebra II or Geometry 
ELA (or ESL) Literature or AP English  
U.S. History or AP U.S. History 
Foreign Language Yr 3 or AP Spanish Elective 
Art or Music Elective   
Introduction to Law Elective 
AP Computer Science Elective 
Physical Education  

12th Grade 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

30 

Physics, AP Physics or NYIT College Chemistry 
Algebra II Trig or AP Calculus or AP Statistics 
ELA Literature (or ESL) or AP English 
Participation in Government or Economics or AP US 
Government & Politics 
Art or Music Elective 
Physical Education/Health 
AP Spanish Elective 
AP Computer Science Elective  

Physics, AP Physics or NYIT College Chemistry 
Algebra II Trig or AP Calculus or AP Statistics 
ELA Literature (or ESL) or AP English 
Participation in Government or Economics or AP US 
Government & Politics 
Art or Music Elective 
Physical Education/Health 
AP Spanish Elective 
AP Computer Science Elective  

 

  

Graduation Requirements 
 

NYS Examination Requirements 

Regents Diploma Advanced Regents Diploma 

You must achieve a score of 65 or higher on these 
five Regents exams: 

★ English Language Arts (ELA)  

★ Any mathematics exam (Algebra I, 
Geometry, or Algebra II/Trigonometry)  

★ Any Social studies exam (Global History 
and Geography or U.S. History and 
Government)  

★ Any science exam (Living Environment, 
Chemistry, Earth Science, or Physics)  

★ Any one additional Regents exam or 
assessment approved by the State for this 
purpose (Math, Science, Social Studies, 
Language) 

You must achieve a score of 65 or higher on 
these nine exams: 

★ English Language Arts (ELA) 

★ Three mathematics exams (Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra 
II/Trigonometry)  

★ Social studies exams (Global History 
and Geography and U.S. History and 
Government)  

★ Two science exams (Living 
Environment and one of 
these: Chemistry, Earth Science, or 
Physics)  

★ Any additional Regents exam or 
assessment approved by the State for 
this purpose  

★ Any NYC Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE) exam 
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At Grover Cleveland High School, all students are expected to achieve the citywide goals for 
college readiness.  College readiness for high school students requires: 

● 75 or higher on the English Language Arts Regents Exam 

● 70 or higher on any Mathematics exam and to pass all three years of high school math, 
Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonometry. 

Students will continue to prepare and take these Regents exams with the goal of achieving 
college readiness! 

 

Minimum Credit Requirements Expectations 

Core English 8 

Social Studies 

Global History (4),  

U.S. History (2),  

Participation in Government (1),  

Economics (1) 

 

 

8 

Mathematics* 

Algebra (2) 

Geometry (2) 

Algebra II (2) 

*Individual credit adjustments may be necessary 

 

 

6 

 Science 

 Life Science (2) 

 Physical Science (2) 

Other Science (2) 

 
 

6 

Languages Other than English (LOTE)*  
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*A student seeking a Regents diploma is only required to complete 2 credits of LOTE. 
Also, a student whose IEP specifies that the disability directly impacts his or her ability to 
learn a language may substitute other courses for the LOTE requirement and still earn an 
Advanced Regents diploma.  
**Students completing 2 credits of LOTE must complete 7 Elective credits. 

6 

Physical Education (every year, distributed in specific ways) 4 

Health 1 

Visual Art, Music, Dance, and/or Theater 2 

Electives** 

**Students completing 2 credits of LOTE must complete 7 Elective credits. 

3 

TOTAL CREDITS 44 

 

 
PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum Required Credits for Grade Promotions 
 
 
 

Grade Credit Comments 

9 - 10 8  

10 - 11  20 Must have passed Core English 1-4 
and 4 Social Studies H1-H4  

11 - 12 30  

 
 

   
 

NOTE: Your guidance counselor will advise you as to whether you have met 
criteria for promotion to the next grade.  Promotion-in-doubt conferences are 
held on an ongoing basis.  You should always make an appointment to see your 
guidance counselor in order to discuss your academic progress, your interests, 
goals and aspirations in order to evaluate and reflect on your progress in meeting 
your goals. 
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GROVER CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADING POLICY 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
At Grover Cleveland High School, we are committed to providing a rigorous, engaging, relevant 
education that equips students for the academic and professional challenges of the 21st 
Century.  
We are dedicated to fostering a diverse, nurturing, safe and student-centered environment 
where our children excel academically with continued cultural, social and emotional support. 
 

VISION 
We believe students learn best when cognitively engaged in inquiry-based work through 
challenging and rigorous curricula that motivates them to formulate questions, think critically, 
evaluate, problem-solve and engage with one another in meaningful discourse and analysis. 
We will implement rigorous instruction that is culturally responsive, delivered by a caring and 
dedicated staff that facilitates student engagement and discourse in a supportive and 
challenging learning environment. 
 
We will foster an inclusive environment where diverse learners have equal access to instruction 
and graduates prepared to be civic-minded and engaged citizens of our school community and 
beyond and to thrive in the college and career of their choosing. 
 

PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE 
All students should demonstrate proficiency in each component of the Portrait of a Graduate to 
earn a high school diploma. 

 
Retrieved from June 2024 Meeting of the Board of Regents - New York State Graduation 
Measures Initiative: A Transformative Vision 

 

https://www.regents.nysed.gov/sites/regents/files/FB%20Monday%20-%20New%20York%20State%20Graduation%20Measures%20Initiative%20-%20.pdf
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/sites/regents/files/FB%20Monday%20-%20New%20York%20State%20Graduation%20Measures%20Initiative%20-%20.pdf
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Grover Cleveland High School Grading Policy 

Grover Cleveland High School is a comprehensive term-based school where students are given 
multiple opportunities to master rigorous coursework with appropriate interventions and 
support provided by faculty and staff. 

Two-term courses culminate with transcript grades in January and June for the Fall and Spring 
terms, respectively. Students receive transcript grades for one-term courses in the Fall and 
Spring in January and June, respectively.  

Mastery Based Learning 

The following is an overview of a change to the grading policy at Grover Cleveland High School. 
The primary purpose for grading is to communicate academic progress to students, families, 
post-secondary institutions, and potential employers. Each grade will reflect what a student 
knows and is able to do in any particular course. The new grading system, called Mastery Based 
Learning [MBL], reflects the standards-based instruction students engage in every day with 
their teachers in the classroom. 

The goal of Mastery Based Learning is for students to master the content. While all factors are 
valuable in assessing students’ learning, non-academic factors, such as attendance and 
behavior, will not be calculated in students’ grades. Grades will be determined through the use 
of formative and summative assessments that are aligned to NYS learning standards and will be 
reported based on a student’s ability to meet performance objectives. With the emphasis on 
grading based upon performance objectives, student learning shifts to content mastery.   

The reasons for this change are to: 

1. Improve transparency, consistency and fairness in grading across all courses. 

2. Evaluate each student’s proficiency level through actionable feedback, allowing 
the teacher to address the specific needs of each student.  

3. Help teachers communicate to students and parents the expectations for 
learning. 

4. Ensure all student groups achieve true preparedness for postsecondary success. 
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Mastery Based Learning Grading Scale 
 
The Mastery Based Learning components are: 
 

Proficiency Level Numerical Equivalent 

Mastery 
The student consistently surpasses the proficient level for the 
standard by demonstrating in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of the essential skills and standards. The student is 
able to perform the task independently and/or teach the content 
to a peer.* 

 
 

90 - 100 

Approaching Mastery 
The student frequently meets the mastery level for the course, by 
demonstrating knowledge of the essential skills and standards, 
but there are still areas in need of growth.The student is able to 
apply the knowledge to most of the content; the student may need 
assistance from a peer or the teacher.  

 
 

80 - 89 

Proficient 
The student meets the proficient level for the course, by 
demonstrating a working knowledge and understanding of the 
standards, but there are still areas in need of growth. The student 
may rely occasionally on their teacher and/or a peer to complete a 
task. The student will benefit from attending tutoring sessions.* 

 
 

 
65 - 79 

Approaching Proficiency 
The student occasionally meets the proficient level for the course, 
by demonstrating partial knowledge of the essential skills and 
standards, but there are still many areas in need of growth. The 
student may rely heavily on their teacher and/or a peer to 
complete a task. The student will benefit from attending tutoring 
sessions.* 

 
 

 
60 - 64 

 

Not Approaching Proficiency 
The student does not yet meet the proficiency level for the course, 
as there is little to no evidence of demonstrating skills or 
understanding of the essential skills and standards. The student 
consistently requires guidance from the teacher to begin and 
complete a task. The student is encouraged to attend tutoring 
sessions.* 

 
 

55 - 59 

 
*Students with IEPs and ENL students will receive appropriate instructional supports & 
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accommodations. 
 
 
Course credits are awarded based on the following: 
 

Grade Report Card 
Notation 

Description 

Passing Grade 65 - 100 Students will receive semester credit for the course. 

Failing Grade 55 - 64 Students will not receive credit for the semester which 
resulted in a failing grade. 

No Show NS Students who fail to attend a class and show no 
evidence of proficiency during a given marking period. 
An NS report card grade equates to a 45 on the  
student’s transcript. 

Incomplete NX Students with documentation of extenuating 
circumstances and approval from the Assistant 
Principal of Pupil Personnel Services may receive a 
final grade of Incomplete [NX]. The student has until 
the end of the following semester to demonstrate 
proficiency in order to earn a numerical grade. 
Summers do not apply. 

Recently Enrolled  NL Students who enroll late in the semester may be given 
a grade of an NL. The student has until the end of the 
following semester to submit missing work in order to 
earn a numerical grade. Summers do not apply. 

Pass / Fail 
  

P / F Applicable to the following non-credit bearing classes 
only: 
Science Lab. To qualify to take a NYS Regents 
examination in Biology, Earth & Space Science, Physics 
& Chemistry, a student must complete 1,200 minutes 
of laboratory experiences with satisfactory 
documented laboratory reports. 
Special Education Teacher Support Services [SETTS]. 
Specially designed and/or supplemental instruction to 
support the participation of the student with a 
disability in the general education classroom. 

Credit CR Credit awarded based on foreign transcript review. 
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Assessments 

Course grades are based on formative and summative assessments. These assessments are 
rooted in performance objectives and the learning standards addressed throughout the course. 
The results will provide teachers with evidence of what students are learning. Assessments will 
provide information about the level of and extent to which students are approaching 
proficiency. 
 
Students are encouraged to seek extra help and/or tutoring, if recommended by the teacher. 
Extra help and tutoring schedules are posted in the Guidance Suite and throughout the 
building. 

Class averages will be calculated each marking period based on the following breakdown: 

Formative Assessments = 60% 

● Class Activities/Tasks/Student 
Engagement 

● Science Labs 

Summative Assessments = 40% 

● Exams/Quizzes 
● Projects/Presentations 
● Portfolios 
● Skill Assessments 

This grading policy is applicable for all formative and summative assessments except the 
College Board, Regents, NYSESLAT, college accredited course exams and all other exams not 
created by the school.  
 

Formative Assessments 
 
Formative assessments provide information to teachers that is used to improve teaching and 
learning. During a lesson, teachers will offer actionable and targeted feedback for students to 
improve their work. Students will gain concrete steps to improve their work in order to meet 
the daily lesson’s performance objective.  
 

Student Engagement. Formative assessments are created to enhance students’ reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
 
This component of the grade is determined by the quality of each student’s performance in 
class activities, including written assignments, oral recitations and presentations, participation 
in group and individual activities, exercises, discussions, and projects. Rubrics and/or checklists 
will provide students with clear grading criteria for tasks. 
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Students learn through peer interaction. Students’ participation in class activities may be 
evaluated and recorded by the teacher. However, class participation is not a category unto 
itself and students may choose to work independently. 
 
Examples of classroom tasks that reflect student engagement include but are not limited to 
the following: Do now/warm up tasks, practice problems, class discussions, science lab 
activities, exit slips/tickets, self-assessments, clicker feedback, drafts, daily writing, journals,  
checkpoints, application of skills, drawing conclusions, speaking and listening. 
 

Summative Assessments 
 
Summative assessments evaluate students’ overall understanding and achievement of 
performance objectives at a specific point in time. Summative assessments will account for 40% 
of the student’s grade. The only exceptions are college courses such as NYIT Chemistry and 
College Now as the college awards the credit. 
 
Final Exams. Final assessments are administered at the end of the Fall and Spring semesters. 
 
Examples of summative assessments include but are not limited to the following: unit exams, 
final exams, graded quizzes, essays, final projects, presentations, research papers. Projects are 
assessments which provide students with choice and opportunities for creative expression of 
subject mastery through writing, research or artwork. 
 

*90/90 Incentive. Students who have achieved a 90% average and maintained a 90% 
attendance rate in a course will be able to choose to opt out of that final exam. In the 
event a student chooses to take the final exam and under performs, that final exam 
grade will not be counted in the student’s final average. 

 
Absences. Absences are excused after a parent and/or guardian informs the school. Students 
are expected to submit missing work by a mutually agreed upon time with the teacher.  
 
Late Assignments. Late assignments due to non-completion or any unexcused absence will be 
deducted by a maximum of a 10% penalty.  
 
Suspensions. A student may not be academically penalized for serving a suspension. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities.   Given that the student has completed all coursework, students 
may be given enrichment opportunities to improve their proficiency in their course.  Students 
may retake an assessment, submit test corrections or revise their work based on teacher 
feedback to show improvement.   
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SyncGrades: Online Gradebook 
 
Parental engagement is a key component to a student’s success. Parents and/or guardians are 
encouraged to check students’ grades online. Parents and/or guardians may contact teachers 
via NYC DOE email, Google Classroom, SyncGrades, or phone.   
 
Non-Numerical Grades in SyncGrades 

 

Missing 
 

MIS 
An MIS equates to a 45 in SyncGrades for an assignment that is 
missing, or not turned in. Students are able to make-up that 
assignment. 

 

Excused 
 

EX No grade will be entered in SyncGrades for a student with 
extenuating circumstances.  

 

Edmentum: Online Learning Program 

Students who are enrolled in an Edmentum course will receive course credit based on the 
following Mastery Based Learning criteria: 
 

Grade Report Card 
Notation 

Description 

Passing Grade 65 - 100 Students will receive semester credit for the course. 
The final grade is based on the Course Grade listed in 
Edmentum, not the Current Grade. 

Not Complete NC Students will not receive credit for the semester in 
which the student did not complete the course. The 
grade of NC does not affect the student’s overall GPA. 

 
Students may work independently on Edmentum courses from anywhere. However, the school 
provides a space with dedicated faculty for students to engage with throughout the day and 
after school as they complete their coursework. 
 
The Edmentum grade will be entered onto student transcripts and report cards at the end of 
the semester. There are no marking period grades for this course as the course is self-paced.  
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian Selection Criteria 
Please be advised of the following requirements: 

 

  

1. The students with the highest and second-highest grade point averages will be designated as 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian, respectively. 

 

 2. To be eligible for these honors, a student must have earned at least 19 credits from Grover 

Cleveland High School by the end of the fall semester of their senior year. 

 

 3. Students who graduate in fewer than or more than four years will not be eligible for the 

titles of Valedictorian or Salutatorian. 

 

 4. It is imperative that students maintain a record of academic excellence with no failing classes 

throughout their high school career at Grover Cleveland High School. 

 

 5. Notification of Valedictorian and Salutatorian status will occur after the guidance counselor 

reviews the 2nd marking period report card grades of the spring semester of the students' 

senior year. The guidance counselor will contact teachers to assess the academic work of the 

students in contention. 

6. Students must maintain their program throughout their senior year. 

 

 7. The criteria for Valedictorian and Salutatorian will come into effect for seniors graduating in 

2026. 

 

 

*In the event that two or more students have the same grade point average and are vying for 

Valedictorian or Salutatorian, the student who has taken the most advanced placement and 

college level courses will be named. 
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REPORT CARDS & TRANSCRIPTS 

 
Report cards are issued to students three times each semester.  There are two semesters in a 
school year.  Each report card includes a grade for every subject area and narrative comments 
from each teacher. At the end of each semester, your grades and credits earned are recorded 
on your transcript and permanent record. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Science & Technology 

New York State Science Learning Standards (NYSSLS) and the Regents Examinations 

New York State has adopted the New York State Science Learning Standards (NYSSLS) to ensure 
that all students develop a deep understanding of science and engineering that prepares them 
for college, careers, and informed citizenship. These standards emphasize not just learning 
scientific facts, but also thinking and working like scientists and engineers — asking questions, 
analyzing data, developing models, and using evidence to explain real-world phenomena. 

As part of this shift, the Regents science examinations are being redesigned to align with 
NYSSLS. The new exams focus on students’ ability to: 

● Apply scientific concepts to explain observable phenomena 

● Analyze and interpret data, graphs, and models 

● Use evidence and reasoning to support scientific claims 

● Demonstrate understanding across physical, life, Earth, and space sciences, as well as 
engineering design 

Rather than relying primarily on memorization, the new assessments measure how well 
students can use what they know in meaningful, authentic contexts which is similar to the way 
scientists and engineers work in the real world. 

This approach supports: 

● Deeper conceptual understanding 

● Stronger critical thinking and problem-solving skills 

● Better preparation for future coursework, careers, and real-life decision-making 

Our science program is aligned to these standards so that students are well prepared for both 
classroom learning and the evolving Regents examinations. 

NYS Regents Biology  

Biology is a New York State Education Department–approved Regents course that focuses on 
the study of living systems and their interactions with the environment. Major topics include 
cellular structure and function, genetics, evolution, ecology, and human body systems. Students 
develop scientific inquiry, critical thinking, and data analysis skills through hands-on laboratory 
investigations and scientific modeling. 

As required by NYSED, this course includes 1,200 minutes of laboratory instruction, which 
incorporates three state-mandated laboratory investigations. Successful completion of all 
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required laboratory work is mandatory for eligibility to sit for the June Regents Examination. 
Instruction, labs, and assessments are aligned with New York State learning standards and 
prepare students for the Regents exam while building a strong foundation in science. 

NYS Regents Earth and Space Science 

Earth and Space Science is a New York State Education Department–approved Regents course 
that examines the physical processes of Earth and the universe. Topics include geology, 
weather and climate, astronomy, and environmental science. Students develop scientific 
inquiry, data analysis, and problem-solving skills through hands-on investigations and the use of 
scientific models. 

As required by NYSED, this course includes 1,200 minutes of laboratory instruction, which 
incorporates three state-mandated laboratory investigations. Successful completion of all 
required laboratory work is mandatory for eligibility to sit for the June Regents Examination. 
Instruction, labs, and assessments are aligned to New York State learning standards and 
prepare students for the Regents exam while fostering scientific literacy and real-world 
understanding. 

NYS Regents Chemistry 

Chemistry is aligned to the New York State Science Learning Standards (NYSSLS) and focuses on 
helping students understand how matter behaves and changes at the atomic and molecular 
level. Students explore topics such as the structure of atoms, chemical reactions, energy 
changes, and the properties of substances, while also developing skills in scientific reasoning, 
data analysis, and laboratory investigation. 
 
The course emphasizes making sense of real-world phenomena . For example, why reactions 
occur, how materials interact, and how energy is transferred during chemical processes. 
Students learn to analyze data, interpret models, design and carry out investigations, and use 
evidence to support scientific explanations. 
 
The Regents examination reflects this shift by assessing not only content knowledge, but also 
students’ ability to apply concepts, interpret data, and reason scientifically. This prepares 
students for advanced science coursework, health and environmental decision-making, and 
careers in science, engineering, medicine, and technology. 

As required by NYSED, this course includes 1,200 minutes of laboratory instruction, which 
incorporates three state-mandated laboratory investigations. Successful completion of all 
required laboratory work is mandatory for eligibility to sit for the June Regents Examination. 
Instruction, labs, and assessments are aligned with New York State learning standards and 
prepare students for the Regents exam while building a strong foundation in science. 

NYS Regents Physics 
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Physics is aligned to the New York State Science Learning Standards (NYSSLS) and focuses on 
helping students understand the fundamental laws that govern motion, forces, energy, waves, 
and interactions in the physical universe. Students investigate topics such as motion and forces, 
energy transfer, electricity and magnetism, and wave behavior through hands-on activities, 
data analysis, and problem-solving. 
The course emphasizes understanding how and why physical systems behave the way they do  
from the motion of everyday objects to the behavior of light and electrical systems. Students 
learn to use mathematical reasoning, models, and evidence to explain physical phenomena and 
solve real-world problems. 
 
The Regents examination is designed to measure students’ ability to apply physics concepts, 
analyze data, interpret graphs and models, and support explanations with evidence, rather than 
relying solely on memorization. This approach builds strong analytical and quantitative skills 
that support future studies in science, engineering, technology, and related fields. 

As required by NYSED, this course includes 1,200 minutes of laboratory instruction, which 
incorporates three state-mandated laboratory investigations. Successful completion of all 
required laboratory work is mandatory for eligibility to sit for the June Regents Examination. 
Instruction, labs, and assessments are aligned with New York State learning standards and 
prepare students for the Regents exam while building a strong foundation in science. 

Science Electives 
Anatomy & Physiology 

Anatomy and physiology is a yearlong course that will enable students to develop an 
understanding of the relationships between the structures and functions of various systems 
within the human body. Students will also learn the mechanisms for maintaining homeostasis 
within the human body. This course will involve hands-on activities, projects, textbook material, 
models, diagrams, journal writings, and clinical studies. Students MUST have passed the Biology 
Regents exam. 
 

General Psychology 

General psychology is a yearlong course where students investigate why human beings think and 
act the way they do. This is an introductory course that broadly covers several areas of 
psychology. Instructional material presents theories and current research for students to 
critically evaluate and understand. Each unit introduces terminology, theories, and research that 
are critical to the understanding of psychology. Students learn how to define and use key 
psychology terms and how to apply psychological principles to their own lives. Topics include: 
Methods of Study, Biological Basis for Behavior, Learning and Memory, Development and 
Individual Differences, and Psychological Disorders. Each unit after unit one will have at least one 
case study.  Students MUST have passed the Biology Regents exam. 
 

Forensic Science 
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This course for juniors and seniors provides an introduction to the field of forensic science. The 
course of study includes the applications of forensic science concepts (which involves biology, 
chemistry, and physics) to analyze and investigate evidence that may be discovered in a 
criminal investigation. Classroom activities include: laboratory investigations and activities, 
research projects, famous case studies, career exploration, and the infusion of technology 
throughout the scope of the course. The goals of Forensic Science is  
 

● To provide students with the scientific principles, concepts and methodologies required 
to understand the application of inquiry-based laboratory science skills to criminal and 
civil law.  

● To examine physical evidence that can be used to establish connections between 
individuals and criminal events and circumstances.  

● To apply the scientific method which is essential to Forensic Science – observation, 
collection of data, classification of evidence, examining relationships, forming and 
testing hypotheses and drawing conclusions are useful for determining the evidential 
value of crime scene and related evidence.  

 

AP Biology 

AP Biology is a college-level course that focuses on the study of living systems and biological 
processes. Students explore topics such as cellular structure and function, energy flow in living 
organisms, genetics and inheritance, evolution, and interactions within ecosystems. 

The course emphasizes making sense of biological phenomena through data analysis, modeling, 
laboratory investigation, and scientific reasoning. Students learn to interpret experimental 
results, evaluate evidence, and apply biological concepts to new and complex situations. 

The AP examination measures students’ understanding of core biological principles as well as 
their ability to analyze data, interpret models, and construct scientific explanations. This course 
prepares students for advanced study in biology, medicine, health sciences, environmental 
science, and related fields, and may offer opportunities for college credit or placement. 

NYIT Introduction to Chemistry (Dual Enrollment) 

NYIT Introduction to Chemistry is a college-level course offered in partnership with the New York 
Institute of Technology (NYIT). This course provides students with a strong foundation in 
fundamental chemical principles while earning transferable college credit. Topics include atomic 
structure, chemical bonding, reactions, stoichiometry, energy changes, and the behavior of 
matter. 

Students engage in quantitative problem-solving, laboratory investigations, and data analysis 
that reflect college expectations. The course emphasizes precision, scientific reasoning, and the 
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application of chemistry to real-world contexts such as environmental science, medicine, and 
engineering. 

This course prepares students for advanced science and health-related majors while also giving 
them experience with the rigor, pace, and expectations of college-level coursework. 

 

AP Physics 

AP Physics is a college-level course that explores the fundamental principles that govern motion, 
forces, energy, waves, and interactions in the physical world. Students investigate how and why 
objects move, how energy is transferred and conserved, and how physical systems behave 
through problem-solving, data analysis, laboratory work, and mathematical reasoning. 

The course emphasizes applying concepts to real-world situations, interpreting graphs and 
models, and using evidence-based reasoning to solve complex problems. Students develop 
strong analytical, quantitative, and critical-thinking skills that are essential for success in science, 
engineering, technology, and medical fields. 

The AP examination assesses students’ ability to apply physics concepts, analyze data, design and 
interpret experiments, and reason scientifically. Successful performance may earn students 
college credit and advanced placement at participating colleges and universities. 

 

Information Technology Courses 
 

Career & Financial Management  

Career and Financial Management (CFM) is a New York State Education Department aligned 
course designed to help students develop the skills they need to plan for their future, make 
informed financial decisions, and succeed in college, careers, and adult life. 

Students explore topics such as career exploration and planning, workplace expectations, 
budgeting and personal finance, saving and investing, credit and debt, consumer decision-
making, and responsible financial behavior. The course helps students understand how 
education, skills, and personal choices influence career pathways and financial stability. 

The course emphasizes practical, real-world applications, including creating budgets, analyzing 
career options, understanding paychecks and taxes, and learning how to manage money 
responsibly. Students also develop important life skills such as goal setting, communication, 
collaboration, and decision-making. 

This course supports financial literacy, career readiness, and responsible citizenship, preparing 
students to navigate both the workforce and their personal finances with confidence and 
independence. 
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Introduction to Networking & Cybersecurity 

Basic Networking and Cybersecurity introduces students to how computer networks function 
and how digital information is protected. Students learn how devices connect and 
communicate over networks, how data moves across the internet, and what threats exist in 
today’s digital environment. 

The course explores topics such as network structure, data transmission, internet protocols, 
system security, cyber threats, and responsible digital behavior. Students examine real-world 
examples of cyberattacks and learn strategies for protecting personal information, systems, and 
networks from security risks. 

The course emphasizes problem-solving, analytical thinking, and digital citizenship, helping 
students understand both the technical and ethical responsibilities of using technology. This 
course prepares students for further study in information technology, computer science, and 
cybersecurity, and helps all students become more informed and responsible users of digital 
systems. 

Introduction to Computer Science 

Introduction to Computer Science is a project-based technology curriculum in which students 
learn app development and design thinking while working to solve real problems in their 
community. Students use coding, user-centered design, and collaboration to create digital 
solutions that address authentic social, civic, or community needs. 

Throughout the course, students identify a local or global issue connected to social studies and 
civic life, such as access to resources, environmental concerns, public safety, or community 
engagement, and research the problem from multiple perspectives. They then design, build, 
test, and refine a mobile or web-based application intended to address that issue. 

This course integrates computer science, social studies, and civics by connecting technical skills 
to civic responsibility. Students develop skills in problem analysis, programming, project 
management, communication, and ethical decision-making while also deepening their 
understanding of civic systems and social impact. 

The course supports the New York State Seal of Civic Readiness by engaging students in 
meaningful civic inquiry, community-based problem solving, and public presentation of their 
work. Students complete a project that demonstrates both technical proficiency and civic 
understanding, preparing them for future study in technology, engineering, social sciences, and 
public service. 

Introduction to Computer Systems (CompTIA+ Certification) 

Introduction to Computer Systems is a foundational technology course that introduces students 
to how computers and digital systems work, while preparing them for an industry-recognized 
CompTIA certification. Students learn about computer hardware, operating systems, software, 
networks, troubleshooting, and system security. 

The course emphasizes hands-on learning and real-world problem solving. Students practice 
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assembling and configuring systems, diagnosing technical issues, understanding how devices 
communicate, and learning how to protect systems and data. They also develop responsible 
and ethical technology use habits. 

By the end of the course, students are prepared to sit for a CompTIA certification exam, which 
is recognized by colleges and employers as evidence of foundational IT skills. This course 
prepares students for further study in computer science, cybersecurity, engineering, and 
information technology, and provides valuable career-ready skills for entry-level technology 
roles. 

AP Computer Science Principles 

AP Computer Science introduces students to the principles of computer science and 
computational thinking through problem-solving, programming, and algorithm design. Students 
learn how to write, test, and refine programs while developing an understanding of how data, 
algorithms, and computing systems work together to solve complex problems. 

The course emphasizes logical reasoning, abstraction, and structured problem-solving — skills 
that are valuable across many fields, not just computer science. Students learn to analyze 
problems, design solutions, and communicate their thinking clearly and effectively through code 
and documentation. 

The AP examination measures students’ ability to apply programming concepts, analyze 
algorithms, and solve problems in new contexts. This course prepares students for further study 
in computer science, engineering, data science, and other technology-related fields, and helps 
build critical thinking skills that support success in any discipline. 

 
Mathematics 
 
Algebra I  

Algebra 1 uses the Illustrative Mathematics (IM) curriculum, aligned to Next Generation 
Mathematics Standards, that focuses on developing a deep understanding of algebraic 
concepts through problem-based learning, real-world applications, and mathematical 
reasoning. The course engages students in exploring patterns, making sense of situations, and 
justifying their thinking. 

Students study linear, quadratic, and exponential relationships, learning to represent them 
using tables, graphs, equations, and verbal descriptions. Key topics include expressions and 
equations, solving and interpreting linear equations and inequalities, systems of equations, 
functions, and an introduction to sequences and growth models. Throughout the course, 
students analyze how changes in one quantity affect another and learn to model real-life 
situations mathematically. 
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The IM curriculum emphasizes the Standards for Mathematical Practice by encouraging 
collaboration, discussion, and multiple solution strategies. Lessons are structured around rich 
tasks that promote conceptual understanding, strategic use of technology, and connections 
between different representations. By the end of Algebra 1, students are prepared to reason 
flexibly, communicate mathematically, and apply algebraic thinking to both academic and real-
world problems. 

This course incorporates elements such as real-world applications, diverse resources, and group 
discussions that appeal to a wide variety of learners and modalities to engage students of all 
levels. In addition, students learn to use online learning platforms such as Edia, Delta Math, and 
Google Classroom to enhance and supplement their understanding of the curriculum.  

Geometry 

The Geometry course builds on Algebra 1 by extending students’ ability to see geometric 
relationships and to see how those geometric relationships are often alternate representations 
of the relationships they studied in the previous year. Geometry focuses on developing 
students’ understanding of shapes, space, and the relationships between figures through 
reasoning, modeling, and proof. Aligned to the Next Generation Mathematics Standards, the 
course emphasizes conceptual understanding, mathematical practices, and real-world 
application rather than memorization of formulas alone. 

Students explore congruence, similarity, and transformations as foundations for geometric 
reasoning. Major topics include angles, triangles, polygons, circles, coordinate geometry, and 
three-dimensional figures. Learners use precise definitions, constructions, and logical 
arguments to justify geometric relationships and prove theorems. Algebraic reasoning is 
integrated throughout the course, especially when analyzing geometric relationships and 
solving problems involving measurement. 

The Next Generation standards stress problem-solving, communication, and the use of multiple 
representations, including diagrams, models, and technology. Students are encouraged to 
reason abstractly, construct viable arguments, and apply geometry to real-life contexts such as 
design, engineering, and measurement. By the end of the course, students develop strong 
spatial reasoning skills and a solid foundation for advanced mathematics. 

 Algebra 2  

Algebra 2 builds on the foundations of Algebra 1 by deepening students’ understanding of 
functions and extending their ability to model and analyze complex relationships. Aligned to the 
Next Generation Mathematics Standards, the course emphasizes conceptual understanding, 
mathematical reasoning, and real-world application. 

Students explore a wide range of function types, including quadratic, polynomial, rational, 
exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. Key topics include solving and 
interpreting equations and inequalities, analyzing function behavior using multiple 
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representations, complex numbers, sequences and series, and statistical modeling. Technology 
is used strategically to visualize relationships and support problem-solving. 

The Next Generation standards emphasize reasoning, communication, and modeling. Students 
are expected to justify their thinking, make connections between algebraic representations, 
and apply mathematical concepts to real-life contexts such as science, finance, and data 
analysis. By the end of Algebra 2, students are prepared for advanced mathematics courses and 
college- and career-level problem solving. 

AP Calculus-AB 

AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC focus on students’ understanding of calculus concepts and 
provide experience with methods and applications. Through the use of big ideas of calculus (e.g., 
modeling change, approximation and limits, and analysis of functions), each course becomes a 
cohesive whole, rather than a collection of unrelated topics. Both courses require students to use 
definitions and theorems to build arguments and justify conclusions. The courses feature a multi-
representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems expressed 
graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. Exploring connections among these 
representations builds understanding of how calculus applies limits to develop important ideas, 
definitions, formulas, and theorems. A sustained emphasis on clear communication of methods, 
reasoning, justifications, and conclusions is essential. Teachers and students should regularly use 
technology to reinforce relationships among functions, to confirm written work, to implement 
experimentation, and to assist in interpreting results. 
 

AP Statistics 

The AP Statistics course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes evident in the content, 
skills, and assessment in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, 
probability and simulation, and statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations, 
problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual understanding. 

 
Mathematics Electives 
 
Elementary Statistics 

This course is a semester-long course designed to introduce students to the fundamental 
concepts and methods of statistics. Topics include data collection and organization, descriptive 
statistics, probability, random variables, sampling distributions, confidence intervals, hypothesis 
testing, correlation and regression, and an introduction to inferential statistics. Emphasis is 
placed on real-world applications, interpretation of statistical results, and the use of technology 
to analyze data. Students will develop critical thinking skills and learn to make informed 
decisions based on statistical evidence. 

Financial Literacy 
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This course is a semester-long course designed to integrate algebraic concepts with real-world 
financial applications. Students will apply linear, exponential, and quadratic functions to 
personal and business finance topics such as budgeting, payroll, taxes, simple and compound 
interest, credit, loans, annuities, depreciation, and investments. Emphasis is placed on problem-
solving, mathematical reasoning, and using algebra to analyze and make informed financial 
decisions. 

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Global History & Geography Grades 9 & 10 
 

The Global History & Geography department uses a collaborative evidence-based approach that 
examines student work from Document Based Questions, Discussion Responses and Multiple Choice 
Assessments. By continually looking at student needs and working to ameliorate their literacy struggles, 
we improve student-learning outcomes. Global History & Geography is a two-year course that 
culminates with the Regents exam. The course focuses on major events in world history, from 
prehistoric times to the present.  Emphasis is placed on major events, significant individuals, political 
systems (governments, economies, etc.) socio-cultural institutions (religions, customs, etc.), 
technological innovations, and geography.  Links between the past, present and the possible future will 
be examined. 
 
Goals: 

● Define the themes of society, technology, economics, politics, and culture and relate them to 
the study of history 

● Examine the indicator of civilization, including writing, labor specialization, cities, technology, 
trade and political and cultural institutions. 

● Describe the changes in economies and political control in nineteenth century Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 

● Evaluate the growth of nationalism as a contributor to nineteenth century European revolutions 
in areas such as the Balkans, France, Germany, and Italy. 

● Analyze the causes and course of World War I and assess its consequences. 
● Trace the course of the Cold War and assess its impact on the global community including but 

not limited to the Korean War, the satellite nations of Eastern Europe, and the Vietnam War. 
● Compare the conditions, racial composition, and status of social classes, castes, and slaves in 

world societies and analyze changes in those elements. 
● Analyze causes and results of ideas regarding superiority and inferiority in society and how 

those ideas have changed over time. 
● Assess the degree to which discoveries, innovations, and technologies have accelerated change. 

 
Assessment and Methodologies: 
The Global History & Geography department creates assessments and rubrics that are aligned with the 
department’s curricula and offer a clear portrait of student mastery. The department uses common 
assessments to create a clear picture of student progress toward their goals across all levels including 
ELL students and students with disabilities.  Assessments include but are not limited to unit tests, short 
responses, mini-essays, DBQ essays, and thematic essays, which offer immediate feedback from teacher 
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to student.  Students are also assessed on their completion of classwork and class participation, which is 
measured based on a rubric that includes Socratic Seminar class discussion. 

 

Preparing students for the next grade: 
As students advance through the first year of Global History & Geography they will have mastered the 
standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language. Students will gain mastery of a range of 
texts including traditional primary and secondary sources, charts, graphs, and other images, including 
political cartoons. 
 

 
 
United States History & Geography  
 

The United States History & Geography course uses a collaborative evidence-based approach that 
examines student work from NYS Regents Exam Document Based Questions, discussion responses and 
multiple choice assessments. By continually reviewing student strengths and working to identify and 
ameliorate deficiencies, we improve student-learning outcomes. United States History & Geography 
culminates with a Regents exam at the end of junior year. The course begins with the colonial and 
constitutional foundations of the United States and explores the government structure and functions 
provided in The Constitution. The development of the nation and the political, social, and economic 
factors that led to the challenges our nation faced in the Civil War are addressed. Industrialization, 
urbanization, and the accompanying problems are examined, along with America’s emergence as a 
world power, the two world wars of the 20th century, and the Cold War. Students explore the expansion 
of the federal government, evolving social beliefs and behaviors, and the nation’s place in an 
increasingly globalized and interconnected world. 
 
Goals:   

● Define the themes of society, technology, economics, politics, and culture and relate them to 
the study of history 

● Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist 
Period.  

● Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage 
earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups. 

● Analyze the effects of territorial expansion and the admission of new states to the Union. 
● Describe how the growth of nationalism and sectionalism were reflected in art, literature, and 

language. 
● Trace the economic, social, and political events from the Mexican War to the outbreak of the 

Civil War. 
● Evaluate the impact that settlement in the West had upon different groups of people and the 

environment. 
● Evaluate the influence of immigration and rapid industrialization on urban life. 
● Explain how business and industrial leaders accumulate wealth and wielded political and 

economic power. 
● Analyze how different groups of Americans made economic and political gains in the Progressive 

Period. 
● Evaluate the effects of racial segregation on different regions and segments of the United States' 

society. 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

54 

● Identify military, political, and diplomatic turning points of the war and determine their 
significance to the outcome and aftermath of the conflict. 

● Identify major social movements including, but not limited to, those involving women, young 
people, and the environment, and evaluate the impact of these movements on the United 
States' society. 

 

Grade 12 Government and Economics  

Participation in Government class is the required 12th course in the sequence of History classes. This 
civics course focuses on how American democracy works and how citizens can take part in it. Students 
learn about the foundations of democracy, including the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and key 
principles such as separation of powers and checks and balances. The course examines the structure and 
roles of federal, state, and local governments, as well as citizens’ rights and responsibilities like voting 
and civic engagement. It also emphasizes public policy, current events, and ways individuals can 
participate in government and influence change in their communities.  Students work on a Take Action 
Project which can help lead them to receive the civic seal.  

GOALS 

● Understand the principles and foundations of American democracy 
● Learn the structure and functions of federal, state, and local governments 
● Recognize citizens’ rights and responsibilities 
● Develop skills for civic participation and engagement 
● Analyze public policy and current events critically 
● Understand how individuals and groups can influence government decisions 
● Prepare to be informed, active participants in a democratic society 

Economics class is a required high school course that focuses on how individuals, businesses, and 
governments make economic decisions in a world of limited resources. Students learn basic economic 
concepts such as scarcity, supply and demand, opportunity cost, and different economic systems. The 
course also covers personal finance topics, including budgeting, saving, credit, taxes, and the role of 
financial institutions. In addition, students examine the U.S. economy, the role of government in 
regulating markets, and how global trade and economic policies affect everyday life. The goal of the 
class is to help students develop economic reasoning skills and become informed, responsible 
participants in the economy. Students also work on a Participatory Budget project to gain the civic seal.  

GOALS 

● Understand basic economic concepts such as scarcity, supply and demand, and opportunity cost 
● Learn how individuals, businesses, and governments make economic decisions 
● Analyze different economic systems and their impact on society 
● Develop personal finance skills, including budgeting, saving, investing, and managing credit 
● Examine the role of government in regulating markets and promoting economic stability 
● Understand the U.S. economy and how global trade and policies affect it 
● Apply economic reasoning to real-world situations and decision-making 

Seal of Civic Readiness 
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The New York State Seal of Civic Readiness (often called the civic seal) is an official distinction added to a 
student’s high school diploma and transcript that shows they have strong civic knowledge, skills, 
mindset, and real civic experiences beyond the basic graduation requirements. To earn it, a student 
must first complete all requirements for a NYS Regents or local diploma and then accumulate at least six 
points, with at least two points in Civic Knowledge and at least two points in Civic Participation from 
state-approved options such as taking social studies courses and exams, completing research or civics 
projects, service-learning, electives that promote engagement, or extracurricular/work experiences that 
involve civic action. These points reflect both what the student knows about civics and how they have 
participated in civic life, and the Seal signals to colleges and employers that the student is prepared to 
engage in democratic society.   

GOALS 

● Develop a strong understanding of civic knowledge, including government structures, laws, and 
democratic principles 

● Build practical civic skills, such as analyzing issues, engaging in dialogue, and taking action on 
public matters 

● Gain real-world civic experiences through service, participation, or projects that contribute to 
their community 

● Foster a civic mindset that values responsibility, ethical participation, and engagement in public 
life 

● Prepare students for college, careers, and lifelong participation in a democratic society 

AP United States Government and Politics 

AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level high school course that examines how the United 
States government functions and how political beliefs, institutions, and behaviors shape public policy. 
The course covers the foundations of American democracy, the Constitution, and the principles of 
federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances. Students study political participation, 
including voting behavior, political parties, interest groups, and the media, as well as the roles of 
Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, and the federal courts. The class also emphasizes civil 
liberties and civil rights, analysis of Supreme Court cases, and the interpretation of data and political 
arguments to prepare students for the AP exam and informed civic engagement. Skills that students 
master in the class include:  

● Analyze and interpret the U.S. Constitution, founding documents, and Supreme Court cases 
● Evaluate political data, charts, graphs, and primary/secondary sources 
● Develop and support evidence-based written arguments 
● Explain relationships between political institutions, processes, and public policy 
● Apply political concepts to real-world situations and current events 
● Compare different political ideas, structures, and viewpoints 
● Strengthen critical thinking, reading comprehension, and civic literacy skills 

AP World History Modern: 1200CE to the present  

AP World History: Modern covers the development of states and empires from 1200 CE to the present 
and examines how trade networks and economic systems connected different regions of the world. The 
course explores cultural interactions and diffusion, including the spread of religions and belief systems, 
and analyzes how technological innovations transformed societies. It also studies the formation and 
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impact of social hierarchies such as class, gender, and race. Major emphasis is placed on imperialism and 
colonialism, political, industrial, and social revolutions, and the rise of nationalism and independence 
movements. Finally, the course investigates global conflicts, including the World Wars and the Cold War, 
and the effects of globalization in the modern era. Below is a list of skills that are mastered while taking 
the course.  

Skills 

● Analyzing primary and secondary sources 
● Developing historical arguments using evidence (writing DBQs,LEQs and SAQs) 
● Identifying cause and effect 
● Analyzing continuity and change over time 
● Making comparisons across regions and periods 
● Understanding historical context  

College and Career Readiness: 
Students will become proficient in Global History & Geography through research and study. They will 
refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking and include their findings in a discussion 
based Socratic seminar. Students will be able to cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written 
interpretation of a text. They will use relevant evidence when supporting their own points in writing and 
speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener, and they will constructively evaluate 
others’ use of evidence. Students will employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language use. They will tailor their searches online to acquire useful information 
efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using technology with what they learn offline. 
 

AP US History  

AP U.S. History (APUSH) is a college-level high school course that surveys the history of the 
United States from c. 1491 to the present. The course examines the political, economic, social, 
and cultural development of the nation, beginning with Native American societies and 
European colonization and continuing through independence, constitutional development, 
westward expansion, and industrialization. Major themes include democracy and government, 
migration and settlement, economic growth, and social change. 

Students study key events such as the American Revolution, Civil War and Reconstruction, 
industrialization, the Great Depression, World Wars, the Cold War, and the Civil Rights 
Movement, as well as more recent developments in globalization, technology, and modern 
political debates.   Below is a list of skills that are mastered while taking the course.  

Skills: 
 

● Cite specific evidence to support analysis  
● Determine central ideas/information 
● Analyze a series of events   
● Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content  
● Clarify the relationships between claims and reasons and evidence  
● Write informative/Explanatory texts  



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

57 

● Make important connections and distinctions  
 
Preparing students for the future 
Students will become proficient in United States History & Government through research and study. 
They will refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking and include their findings in a 
discussion based Socratic seminar. Students will be able to cite specific evidence when offering an oral 
or written interpretation of a text. They will use relevant evidence when supporting their own points in 
writing and speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener, and they will constructively 
evaluate others’ use of evidence. Students will employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. They will tailor their searches online to acquire 
useful information efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using technology with what they learn 
offline.  At completion of the course, students will be prepared to enter the Participation and 
Government course.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Ninth Grade 
English Language Arts / ESL 

 
The English Language Arts grade 9 curriculum explores the ways that audience, purpose, and context 
shape speaking, listening, reading and writing.  While emphasis is placed on communicating for 
purposes of personal expression, students also engage in meaningful communication for expressive, 
expository, argumentative, and literary purposes. In English 9, students will: 
 

● Read and comprehend literature from a variety of genres, including fiction and non-fiction 
stories, novels, and poems 

● Learn to analyze various texts for author’s craft and impact 
● Develop and support claims, delineate arguments, and consider counterarguments  
● Participate in conversations to express reflections and reactions to literature and to personal 

experience 

● Make and support an informed opinion using strong textual evidence 

● Use knowledge of language and standard grammatical conventions 

 

Through a variety of collaborative discussions, in pairs, in groups, and teacher and student-led, students 
will build speaking and writing  habits and structures for critical thinking and analysis.  Students will be 
evaluated on their level of mastery, ability to further the discussion and use of textual support. At the 
conclusion of grade 9, students will have completed various writing tasks in preparation for the ELA 
Regents in tenth grade: argumentative, analytical, reflective and creative in nature. For ELLs and 
students with disabilities, instructional modifications will be implemented to address the needs of 
individual students. 
 
Students will be well prepared for the next grade and college and career readiness through foundational 
skills. Students will engage in critical thinking, a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, build on others' ideas and help students express their own ideas clearly and persuasively. 
These skills will serve them well as they move toward adulthood.  
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Tenth Grade 
 

English Language Arts / ESL  
Tenth grade English is designed to develop students’ proficiency in reading, writing, and critical thinking 
as they prepare for the New York State ELA Regents Exam. Throughout the year, students will practice 
writing both text‑analysis responses and argument essays, strengthening their ability to craft clear 
introductions, well‑developed body paragraphs, and thoughtful conclusions. Students will practice 
brainstorming, outlining, and researching as essential steps in the writing process, ultimately producing 
polished analytical essays and persuasive pieces.  They will learn to closely examine a wide variety of 
texts—fiction, drama, nonfiction, poetry, and short stories—while identifying and analyzing key literary 
elements and techniques.  Daily meaningful and accountable discussions further support students in 
developing strong communication skills and deepening their engagement with literature. 
 
Goals for Student Learning: 

● Create analytical essays complete with developed introductions, body paragraphs, and 
conclusions 

● Use research, outlining, and brainstorming as preparation to essays 

● Learn, identify, analyze, and apply literary techniques and elements 

● Create persuasive writing for presentations, debates and group work 

● Create various types of persuasive writing: speech, essay, letter, debates 

● Read, analyze and discuss class texts of multiple genres: short fiction, fiction, non-fiction, poetry 

● Students will engage in meaningful, accountable and rigorous discussion daily 

 

Eleventh Grade 
English Language Arts / ESL 
 
English 11 is designed to introduce students to drama – not the emotional or unexpected series of events 
– but the play writing kind, with a captivating world of diverse voices, stories, and cultural experiences. 
 
Throughout their exploration, students will uncover the ever-changing nature of reviews and critiques of 
such works.  They will also discover the various structures and nuances of playwriting, each one with 
relatable and relevant narratives that are often overlooked, allowing them to broaden their perspective 
and deepen their understanding of the complexities of the human condition and various cultures.  
 
Through reading thought-provoking and engaging texts (poetry, music, articles, criticism, plays), and 
participating in dynamic discussions, students will gain insight into the unique world of drama–even 
Broadway theatre–and the challenges and triumphs faced by authors of diverse backgrounds.  The 
opportunity to go on trips to watch, critique, and analyze live-performed plays is abundant.   
 
As a result, students will be able to think critically about the craft of playwriting, the power of critics and 
influencers on the success of a play, and the multitude of social issues concerning race, ethnicity, identity, 
and more portrayed in the drama. 
 
Goal: 

● The ultimate goal of this ELA course is to have students develop their own authorial voices through 
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a consideration of purpose and intended audience and various writing tasks, i.e. writing analytical 
reviews/critiques that evaluate various aspects and elements of a text, developing and writing 
plays with rich, authentic characters and relevant and relatable themes, and more. 

 

Twelfth Grade 
English Language Arts / ESL 
 
English 12 is focused around Coming of Age Literature.  It is a course designed for students to explore that 
theme through the study of various genres, and culturally diverse and relevant texts while partaking in 
project based learning and rigorous writing tasks.  The idea is to give students choices and the freedom in 
writing as they utilize the writing process and collaborative learning, in addition to the strategies they 
have studied over the past three years.   

 

English Language Arts Electives and Advanced Placement Courses 

Course: Advanced Placement Language  

Description: The prerequisite to this course is 80 and above GPA in ELA and teacher recommendation. 

Students must have a desire to be in the course. AP Language is designed to engage students in reading 

an array of different types of texts. At the core of the course is the notion that AP students must 

cultivate the skills necessary for citizenship. To this end, students will explore rhetorical modes of 

thinking. They will read a series of positional texts, as well as genres that will contribute to their 

development of effective writing. This course is geared towards helping students to gather a number of 

outside sources to formulate their reasoning.  In addition to reading, writing and speaking opportunities, 

the course will provide opportunities for students to build their test taking stamina. The course will 

culminate with students taking the Advanced Placement Exam. 

 

Course: Advanced Placement Literature  

Description: AP Literature is taken after a student has taken AP Language. There are exceptions to the 

rule. If a student earns 85 and above on the English Regents and expresses an interest in taking AP 

he/she can be placed in the class with the recommendation of an English teacher or with consultation 

with the Assistant Principal of the discipline. This advanced literature course will engage students in 

careful reading and analysis of a challenging set of literary works from a range of genres including the 

novel, short story, poetry, and drama. The focus of the course will be on intensive reading and 

discussion of the literature, as well introduce secondary critical essays for discussion and evaluation. 

Emphasis will be placed on thoughtful and cogent analysis of the readings using a variety of theoretical 

frameworks and devices. The course is intended to provide students with an academic experience 

parallel to that of a college level literature course. The course will include a writing component that 

focuses on expository, analytical and argumentative writing about the literature through both discussion 

and essay format. Students are expected to be active readers as they analyze and interpret textual 

detail, establish connections among their observations, and draw logical inferences leading toward an 
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interpretive conclusion. This course also prepares students who do all the coursework for the Advanced 

Placement Literature and Composition Exam administered each May. 

 

Course: Advanced Placement Seminar 

Description:  Once you pass the ELA Regents, you have the option of taking AP Seminar in 11th grade.  In 

this class, students learn to investigate a problem or issue of their choice, analyze arguments, compare 

different perspectives, synthesize information from multiple sources, and work alone and in a group to 

produce research paper(s).  This class prepares you for writing college papers.  You also have the 

potential to earn college credit.  

 

Course: Advanced Placement Research 

Description:  Students must have first taken AP Seminar in order to take this class.  AP Research, the 

second course in the AP Capstone™ experience, allows students in 12th grade to deeply explore an 

academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest.  Students design, plan, and implement a 

yearlong investigation to address a research question. Through this inquiry, they further the skills they 

acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, employing ethical research 

practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information. Students reflect on their skill 

development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a 

process and reflection portfolio.  The course culminates in an academic paper of 4,000–5,000 words 

(accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a presentation with an oral 

defense. 

 

Course: Great Literature  

Description: Great Literature is designed to build on the skills of English 10/11, but with an additional 

focus on building the skills students will need to master the English Regents. The literature taught in the 

class encompasses literary greats from around the world. The writing expected in the course will be a 

combination of College writing expected for all seniors, as well as the writing task of the English Regents. 

Students in this course will study various rhetorical strategies used in non-fiction writing. Through the 

study of the novel, the play, the short story and the poem students will analyze authors’ craft, purpose 

and impact. The course is geared for differencing learning for the students who are in the class. Students 

in the course will be taught to do research. At the end of the semester, students will produce a research 

paper using the MLA format of citations. 

 

Course: Science Fiction 

Description: Space is not necessarily the final frontier.  Science Fiction will explore time travel, alien 

civilizations, starships, and a whole galaxy worth of ideas and technologies in order to understand how 

they change the whole of humanity.  The course will also explore the genre of Fantasy. Students will 

delve into the words of wizards and magic, King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, and a whole 
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realm of dragons and other mythical creatures in order to understand how each of us can be a hero. 

Students will also study how literature depicts our future world, predict scientific endeavors, and 

analyze the conflicts between humans, aliens, and sentient technology. Students will study the history, 

exciting contemporary trends, and the relevant contemporary issues in Science Fiction. The course will 

provide students with opportunities to read, write and speak at a level that will prepare them for 

college. At the end of the second semester of the course, students would have written a major research 

paper. Thus, part of the course will explore the research process. 

 

Course: Tales Not Told - Asian & Latino Literary and Cultural Voices  

Description: This is an English class that is designed to introduce students to a captivating world of 

diverse voices, stories, and cultural experiences that shape Asian and Latino identities.  Throughout their 

exploration, students will uncover historical concepts and narratives that are often overlooked, allowing 

them to broaden their perspective and deepen their understanding of the complexities within Asian and 

latino cultures. Through reading thought-provoking texts (poetry, music videos, memoirs, articles, 

novels), participating in dynamic discussions, and engaging with various media, students will gain insight 

into the unique challenges and triumphs faced by individuals from different Asian and Latino 

backgrounds.  As a result, students will be able to think critically about issues related to race, ethnicity, 

and identity in order to foster empathy and understanding between different cultural groups 
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ENL Courses: Flowchart 
Standalone 

 

ESS81 Standalone 1 (Fall Semester) 

ENL Standalone 1 is an introductory course designed for students who are new to English and 
placed at the Entering or Emerging levels of English language proficiency. This course provides 
targeted instruction in foundational English skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) 
within a supportive classroom environment. Through thematic units and interactive activities, 
students begin to build essential vocabulary and grammar, develop confidence in everyday 
communication, and acquire the academic language needed to participate in their other 
classes. Instruction is focused on helping students understand classroom routines, follow 
directions, and engage in basic conversations related to school, family, and daily life. Students 
will work on phonemic awareness and decoding skills for reading, learn to construct simple 
sentences and short written responses, and practice high-frequency expressions in spoken 
English. This course also supports cultural adjustment and helps students build a sense of 
belonging in their new school community, laying a strong foundation for continued progress 
in the ENL program. 

 

ESS82 Standalone 2 (Spring Semester) 

ENL Standalone 2 is the continuation of Standalone 1 and is designed for students at the 
Entering to Emerging levels of English proficiency who are developing greater confidence in 
foundational English skills. This course supports the continued growth of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing abilities through structured language practice and thematic, real-life 
content. Students expand their vocabulary and improve sentence construction while learning 
to communicate more effectively in both social and academic settings. Instruction focuses on 
using English in classroom discussions, expressing opinions, asking and answering questions, 
and reading short passages for understanding. Writing tasks progress from simple sentences 
to short paragraphs with basic organization and grammar. Students also deepen their ability 
to follow multi-step directions, comprehend content-related vocabulary, and participate 
more independently in school routines and group work. Through increased exposure to 
academic language and cultural concepts, this course prepares students for transition into 
more integrated ENL support and continued success in content-area courses. 

 

ESS83 Standalone 3 (Fall Semester) 

ENL Standalone 3 is designed for English Language Learners at the Emerging level of English 
proficiency. This course builds on previously acquired language skills and focuses on 
strengthening students’ ability to use English with increasing accuracy and independence in 
both academic and social settings. Students engage in reading a variety of texts, including 
short stories, articles, and informational texts, to improve comprehension and expand 
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academic vocabulary. Writing instruction emphasizes paragraph development, organization, 
and grammar, with students producing narrative, descriptive, and opinion-based responses. 
Speaking and listening tasks promote active participation in discussions, oral presentations, 
and collaborative group work. Students learn to express ideas with greater clarity, use 
appropriate transitions, and support their thoughts with evidence. Cultural topics and real-
world themes are integrated throughout the course to build cross-cultural understanding and 
prepare students for more advanced language demands across content areas. 

 

ESS84 Standalone 4 (Spring Semester) 

ENL Standalone 4 is a course designed for English Language Learners who remain at the 
Emerging level of English proficiency and are continuing to build confidence and control with 
foundational language skills. As a continuation of Standalone 3, this course provides 
structured support in reading, writing, listening, and speaking, with increased emphasis on 
academic tasks and independent language use. Students will continue to build vocabulary 
across common content areas and develop greater accuracy in sentence structure and 
grammar. Instruction focuses on helping students read short texts for meaning, respond to 
prompts with organized paragraphs, and engage in conversations and presentations with 
improved fluency. Through scaffolded instruction and interactive activities, students learn to 
express personal opinions, describe experiences, and follow multi-step instructions. Cultural 
content and real-world themes are woven throughout the course to support language 
development and prepare students for the next level of ENL instruction. 

 

ESS85 Standalone 5 (Fall Semester) 

ENL Standalone 5 is designed for English Language Learners at the Transitioning level who are 
strengthening their ability to use English effectively and independently in academic settings. 
This fall semester course supports students as they refine their reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills with a focus on academic language and content-area preparation. Students 
engage with increasingly complex texts and learn strategies for analyzing themes, identifying 
main ideas and details, and making inferences. Writing instruction emphasizes well-
structured multi-paragraph responses, the use of evidence, and greater grammatical 
accuracy. Oral language tasks include formal presentations, collaborative discussions, and 
debates that help students develop confidence in expressing complex ideas. Students also 
explore real-world and culturally relevant topics to build critical thinking skills and deepen 
their understanding of the English language in a variety of contexts. This course helps prepare 
students for success in Regents-level coursework, with continued support for their bilingual 
and academic growth. 

 

ESS86 Standalone 6 (Spring Semester) 
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ENL Standalone 6 is a course for English Language Learners at the Transitioning level, 
continuing the academic language development and skill refinement begun in ENL Standalone 
5. This course focuses on preparing students to participate confidently and independently in 
mainstream academic classes. Students read a variety of informational and literary texts with 
increasing depth, practicing strategies such as summarizing, comparing, analyzing, and 
drawing conclusions. Writing instruction includes argument, explanatory, and narrative 
modes, with an emphasis on organization, coherence, and the use of academic vocabulary 
and grammatical structures. Students continue to develop speaking and listening skills 
through structured presentations, peer discussions, and real-world communication tasks. 
Cultural themes, current events, and content-area topics are integrated to build engagement 
and cross-curricular language strength. By the end of this course, students are expected to 
demonstrate strong academic English skills that support full participation in other content-
area classes and Regents-level coursework. 

 

ESS87 Standalone 7 (Fall Semester) 

ENL Standalone 7 is designed for English Language Learners at the Expanding level who are 
approaching full independence in academic English. This fall semester course challenges 
students to apply their language skills across content areas while continuing to build 
advanced literacy, critical thinking, and communication abilities. Students read a variety of 
complex texts—both literary and informational—and learn to analyze structure, tone, 
perspective, and theme. Writing tasks emphasize organization, clarity, and the integration of 
textual evidence in argument, analysis, and research-based responses. Students participate in 
extended discussions, debates, and formal presentations that require them to express ideas 
clearly and support them with reasoning and evidence. Grammar instruction focuses on 
refining accuracy and control of advanced structures. Culturally relevant themes and real-
world issues are woven throughout the course to deepen engagement and connect language 
learning to students’ lived experiences. This course supports readiness for other content-area 
classes, Regents coursework, and college- and career-level language demands. 

 

ESS88 Standalone 8 (Spring Semester) 

ENL Standalone 8 is the final course in the standalone ENL sequence for English Language 
Learners. This spring semester course continues to strengthen students’ academic language 
skills while emphasizing independence, self-expression, and cross-curricular readiness. 
Students engage with sophisticated texts and multimedia sources, analyzing themes, 
arguments, rhetorical strategies, and cultural perspectives. Writing instruction focuses on 
producing well-developed essays, research projects, and responses that integrate evidence 
and demonstrate clear organization and advanced language use. Speaking and listening 
activities include structured academic discussions, debates, and presentations designed to 
prepare students for the demands of college-level communication and public speaking. 
Grammar instruction is tailored to polish accuracy and fluency in both formal and informal 
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contexts. The course also encourages reflection on bilingual identity and real-world 
application of language skills, supporting students in transitioning to Integrated ENL support 
or mainstream coursework with minimal language assistance. 

 

ESS81QFR/ESS82QFR | ENL/Art 

The ENL Art Class is designed for English Language Learners (ELLs) to explore and develop 
their artistic skills while building English language proficiency. This course provides an 
engaging and supportive environment where students can express themselves creatively 
through various artistic mediums, including drawing, painting, sculpture, and digital art. 
Students will engage in art projects that connect to both their personal experiences and 
cultural backgrounds, helping them to build confidence in both their language skills and 
artistic abilities. In addition to developing artistic expression, the course emphasizes the 
development of English vocabulary and communication skills related to art, such as describing 
techniques, understanding art terminology, and discussing visual elements. Students will 
learn to analyze and interpret both their own artwork and the works of others, engaging in 
discussions and critiques to strengthen their oral and written English. Instruction is designed 
to meet the needs of all learners, with activities and assignments that are scaffolded to 
support language development while encouraging creativity and critical thinking. Throughout 
the course, students will not only improve their language skills but also develop a greater 
appreciation for visual art and the ways in which it can be a powerful tool for self-expression 
and cultural communication. 

 

ESS83/ESS84 | ENL/Theatre 

The ENL Theatre Class is designed for English Language Learners (ELLs) who wish to explore 
the world of theatre while developing their English language skills. This class provides a 
unique opportunity for students to build confidence in speaking, listening, and performing 
through a variety of theatrical activities, including improvisation, monologues, group scenes, 
and basic performance techniques. Students will engage in hands-on learning that connects 
both the art of theatre and the development of language proficiency, helping them to express 
themselves in English in creative and meaningful ways. Throughout the course, students will 
explore key theatre concepts, such as character development, stage presence, and 
storytelling, while learning the English vocabulary necessary to communicate their ideas, 
emotions, and intentions effectively. They will participate in group performances, rehearse 
scripts, and engage in theatre games that promote collaboration and teamwork, all while 
improving their speaking and listening abilities in a fun and supportive environment. The ENL 
Theatre class also emphasizes cultural understanding and self-expression, allowing students 
to bring their own experiences, backgrounds, and perspectives to the performances. By the 
end of the course, students will have improved their English fluency through active 
participation in theatrical activities, gained confidence in public speaking, and developed an 
appreciation for the power of performance as a tool for communication and connection. 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

66 

 



 

www.groverclevelandhs.org 

67 

ENL Courses: Flowchart 
Integrated (ELA + ENL) 

 

EES81QEL | Integrated English 1 (Fall Semester) 

Integrated English 1 is a co-taught English Language Arts course for primarily Entering and 
Emerging level English Language Learners who are developing proficiency in English while 
working toward grade-level literacy skills. This fall semester course introduces students to key 
literary genres, such as fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and persuasive writing, through carefully 
selected texts that are both accessible and culturally relevant. The course focuses on helping 
students build their reading comprehension, vocabulary, writing, and speaking skills in an 
academically supportive environment, with instruction provided by both an English teacher 
and an ENL teacher. Students will learn to identify literary elements, analyze character 
development, and respond to texts using evidence-based writing. Lessons are scaffolded to 
support language development, with targeted instruction in grammar, academic vocabulary, 
and structured writing formats. In addition, students will engage in class discussions, 
presentations, and collaborative activities that promote oral language growth and 
confidence. This course provides the foundation for future success in high school English and 
content-area classes, while ensuring students continue to progress in their English language 
development. 

 

EES82QEL | Integrated English 2 (Spring Semester) 

Integrated English 2 is the continuation of Integrated English 1, designed for Entering and 
Emerging English Language Learners who are building upon their language proficiency and 
literacy skills. This spring semester course continues to build on foundational English 
Language Arts concepts, with a focus on reading, writing, speaking, and listening in academic 
contexts. Students will engage with more complex texts, including novels, short stories, 
poems, and informational articles, analyzing themes, characters, and literary techniques 
while expanding their academic vocabulary and language fluency. Writing instruction 
emphasizes the development of clear and coherent multi-paragraph responses, including 
literary analysis, summaries, and reflections. Students will continue practicing the use of 
textual evidence to support their ideas, as well as refining grammar and writing structures for 
accuracy. In addition to reading and writing, students will engage in discussions and 
collaborative activities, allowing them to strengthen their speaking and listening skills in a 
structured and supportive setting. The course also provides ample opportunities for students 
to make connections between the texts they study and their own experiences, fostering 
greater engagement and cultural relevance in their learning. This course prepares students 
for more advanced English coursework and continued academic success across all content 
areas, with a focus on developing their language proficiency for high school and beyond. 
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EES83QEL | Integrated English 3 (Fall Semester) 

Integrated English 3 is designed for English Language Learners at the Emerging level of English 
proficiency. This course continues to support students' development of reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking skills within the context of grade-level English Language Arts content. 
The focus is on expanding students’ ability to engage with more complex texts, including 
short stories, poetry, and informational texts, while building vocabulary, fluency, and 
language structures necessary for academic success. Students will practice reading 
comprehension strategies, including identifying key ideas, summarizing, and analyzing 
characters, themes, and literary elements. Writing tasks emphasize organizing ideas clearly 
and using basic textual evidence to support opinions and interpretations. Students will also 
improve their ability to write clear, well-structured paragraphs and practice grammar and 
syntax in context. Speaking and listening skills are reinforced through group discussions, oral 
presentations, and collaborative projects, all of which provide students with opportunities to 
practice language in both formal and informal settings. The course will also focus on helping 
students gain confidence in their ability to express themselves verbally, both in classroom 
interactions and in more structured presentations. Throughout this course, students will 
continue to build the skills necessary to transition to higher-level English coursework while 
strengthening their English language abilities for future academic and real-world success. 

 

EES84QEL | Integrated English 4 

Integrated English 4 is designed for English Language Learners at the Emerging level of English 
proficiency who are continuing to build their skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking 
within the English Language Arts content area. This course expands upon the skills developed 
in Integrated English 3, with a focus on more complex texts and writing tasks that require 
students to use language with increasing sophistication and clarity. In this course, students 
will read a variety of texts, including short stories, informational articles, poetry, and 
multimedia materials, to further develop their comprehension and analytical skills. They will 
practice identifying themes, character development, and the author’s purpose while 
expanding their academic vocabulary. Writing tasks focus on crafting multi-paragraph 
responses, including literary analysis, reflections, and persuasive writing, using textual 
evidence to support their ideas. Speaking and listening tasks will include collaborative 
discussions, group presentations, and debates, helping students develop greater fluency and 
confidence in expressing their ideas in English. Grammar and writing structure-focused 
instruction will continue to support students in refining their written and spoken language, 
with attention to improving clarity, organization, and accuracy. 
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EES85QEL | Integrated English 5 

Integrated English 5 is designed for ELLs at the Transitioning level of English proficiency. This 
course aims to support students as they strengthen their academic English skills and prepare 
for success in more rigorous, content-area English courses and future standardized exams. 
Students will engage with a range of challenging texts, including complex novels, nonfiction, 
informational articles, and poetry, while refining their reading comprehension and analytical 
skills. In addition to improving reading skills, students will focus on developing writing that is 
clear, coherent, and well-supported with textual evidence. Instruction will emphasize writing 
literary analysis responses, research-based papers, and persuasive essays that incorporate 
evidence and demonstrate a higher level of academic writing. Grammar instruction will 
continue to target areas where students need improvement, helping them refine their writing 
and speaking for greater accuracy and fluency. Speaking and listening skills will be 
emphasized through class discussions, debates, presentations, and collaborative projects, 
allowing students to engage in academic discourse with greater confidence and clarity. 

 

EES86QEL | Integrated English 6 

Integrated English 6 is designed for English Language Learners at the Transitioning level who 
are refining their academic English skills and preparing for the demands of advanced English 
coursework and standardized assessments. This course builds upon the skills developed in 
Integrated English 5, providing a deeper focus on analyzing and responding to complex 
literary and informational texts, as well as strengthening writing and speaking skills. Students 
will engage with a variety of challenging materials, including novels, plays, essays, and 
research articles, and will continue to refine their ability to analyze and interpret literary 
elements, themes, and arguments. Writing instruction emphasizes crafting detailed, well-
structured essays and research projects that support a central argument with strong 
evidence. Grammar and structure lessons will focus on polishing students’ written and oral 
language for greater clarity and precision, preparing them for high-stakes assessments like 
the English Regents Exam.Students will also strengthen their speaking and listening skills 
through debates, collaborative discussions, and presentations, with a focus on articulating 
ideas confidently and persuasively. By the end of the course, students will have developed 
the skills needed to succeed in the final stages of high school English coursework, with a firm 
foundation in academic English that will support their success in future college- and career-
ready environments. 
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EES87QEL | Integrated English 7 

Integrated English 7 is designed for English Language Learners at the Expanding level who are 
advancing toward full proficiency in academic English. This fall semester course builds on 
prior English language development while helping students refine their reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills. The focus is on engaging with more complex literary and 
informational texts, including classic and contemporary novels, essays, and academic articles, 
with an emphasis on critical analysis and interpretation. Students will continue to improve 
their writing skills by composing sophisticated essays, research papers, and analytical 
responses. Instruction will include strategies for organizing ideas effectively, using academic 
vocabulary, and citing textual evidence to support arguments. The course also places a strong 
emphasis on grammar and language structures, ensuring that students express themselves 
clearly and accurately in both writing and speech. Speaking and listening components of the 
course focus on building students’ abilities to engage in academic discussions, debates, and 
presentations, allowing them to express their ideas with confidence and clarity. As students 
refine their English skills, they will also develop a deeper understanding of the role of 
language in various contexts, preparing them for success in postsecondary education and 
professional environments. 

 

EES88QEL | Integrated English 8 

Integrated English 8 is designed for English Language Learners at the Expanding level who are 
refining their academic English skills and preparing for the challenges of postsecondary 
education and professional communication. This spring semester course focuses on 
enhancing reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills through the study of more advanced 
literary works, complex nonfiction texts, and academic materials. Students will engage with a 
diverse range of texts, from novels and poetry to research articles and multimedia sources, 
analyzing themes, tone, structure, and rhetorical strategies. Writing instruction will 
emphasize the creation of well-organized, thoughtful essays, research papers, and responses, 
with a focus on the integration of evidence and advanced academic writing techniques. 
Grammar and writing structure will continue to be reinforced, with students working to 
perfect their written and spoken English for clarity, precision, and fluency. Speaking and 
listening activities will include formal debates, group discussions, and presentations, helping 
students articulate complex ideas and engage in high-level academic discourse. Throughout 
the course, students will gain the skills needed to express their ideas persuasively, both in 
oral and written forms, and will develop the language proficiency required for college-level 
courses and future career settings. 
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World Language Course Descriptions: Non-Native Spanish 
 

FSS61 Spanish Non-Native (Fall Semester) 

Spanish 1 emphasizes the foundational skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing, 
taught through the application of simple grammatical concepts and Spanish-speaking cultural 
experiences. Students are provided with the opportunity to practice their listening and 
speaking skills individually, in pairs, and in groups. The course also focuses on different 
cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries, while building upon students’ cultural and 
linguistic awareness.  

 

FSS62 Spanish Non-Native (Spring Semester) 

Spanish 2 is a continuation of Spanish 1. This portion of the course focuses on the study of 
history, culture, and geographical information of Spanish-speaking countries located in the 
Caribbean, Central America, and South America, while introducing students to grammatical 
structures and other concepts related to the language.  

 

FSS63 Spanish Non-Native (Fall Semester) 

Spanish 3 builds upon the foundational skills developed in Spanish 1 and 2, with a greater 
emphasis on conversational fluency, reading comprehension, and written expression. 
Students engage in more advanced grammatical structures and thematic vocabulary through 
interactive activities and real-world contexts. The course deepens students’ understanding of 
cultural, historical, and social aspects of Spanish-speaking communities, with a focus on 
regions in Europe and South America. Students continue to develop their linguistic 
proficiency and cultural competence through collaborative and independent tasks. The 
course will support students on the pathway to taking the Checkpoint B (LOTE) Spanish 
examination.  

 

FSS64 Spanish Non-Native (Spring Semester) 

Spanish 4 continues to expand students’ proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing through the exploration of more complex grammar and vocabulary. Emphasis is 
placed on practical communication and cultural analysis, with students engaging in 
discussions, presentations, and written work on current events and global issues in the 
Spanish-speaking world. The course also highlights the diversity of Spanish-speaking 
communities in the United States and around the world, promoting a deeper understanding 
of language in context. 
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FSS65 Spanish Non-Native (Fall Semester) 

Spanish 5 is an advanced-level course designed to strengthen non-native Spanish speaking 
students’ communication skills in preparation for the Checkpoint B examination. Students will 
refine their listening, speaking, reading, and writing abilities through a variety of authentic 
texts, dialogues, and interactive activities. The course emphasizes real-world application of 
the language, with increased focus on vocabulary development, grammar review, and cultural 
understanding. Students will practice essay writing, oral presentations, and comprehension 
strategies to ensure readiness for all components of the exam. Students will work towards 
demonstrating greater fluency and confidence in using Spanish in both academic and 
everyday settings. 

 

FSS66 Spanish Non-Native (Spring Semester) 

Spanish 6 is a course that culminates in taking the Checkpoint B examination in Spanish. The 
course reinforces and expands upon advanced grammar, vocabulary, and communication 
skills through targeted practice in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students will 
engage with authentic materials and culturally rich content from Spanish-speaking countries 
to build both fluency and cultural awareness. Emphasis is placed on exam strategies, timed 
writing, oral proficiency, and comprehension exercises that reflect the format and 
expectations of the Checkpoint B exam. By the end of the course, students will be well-
equipped to demonstrate their proficiency in Spanish in both academic and real-world 
contexts. 

 

World Language Course Descriptions: AP Spanish Language and Culture 
 

FSS21XAL/FSS22XAL AP Spanish Language and Culture 

AP Spanish Language and Culture is a rigorous, college-level course designed for students 
seeking to develop advanced proficiency in Spanish and prepare for the AP Spanish Language 
and Culture Exam. The course is conducted almost entirely in Spanish and emphasizes 
communication across the three modes: interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. 
Students explore a wide range of authentic sources, including articles, podcasts, literature, 
films, and current events, centered around AP themes such as global challenges, science and 
technology, and contemporary life. Through in-depth discussions, persuasive writing, and oral 
presentations, students refine their grammar, vocabulary, and cultural understanding. This 
course fosters critical thinking and cultural appreciation while preparing students for success 
on the AP exam and in advanced academic or real-world Spanish use. 
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World Language Course Descriptions: AP Spanish Literature and Culture 
 

AP Spanish Literature and Culture 

AP Spanish Literature and Culture is a rigorous, college-level course designed for students 
seeking to analyze and interpret Spanish and Latin American literary works while preparing 
for the AP Spanish Literature and Culture Exam. The course is conducted almost entirely in 
Spanish and emphasizes critical reading, analytical writing, and interpretive communication. 
Students study a representative selection of texts, including poetry, short stories, novels, and 
plays from the Middle Ages to the present, organized around essential themes such as love 
and relationships, honor and power, identity, time and space, and social justice. Through 
close textual analysis, literary essays, structured discussions, and oral presentations, students 
develop advanced language proficiency, literary terminology, and cultural insight. This course 
fosters critical thinking, deep cultural understanding, and academic writing skills while 
preparing students for success on the AP exam and in advanced studies of Spanish literature 
and culture. 

 

World Language Course Descriptions: Native Spanish 
 

FSS81QQL Native Spanish 1 (Fall Semester) 

Native Spanish 1 is designed for students who already speak Spanish at home or in their 
community and wish to develop and strengthen their academic language skills. This course 
builds upon students’ existing fluency by focusing on grammar, reading comprehension, 
vocabulary expansion, formal writing, and oral communication in a variety of contexts. 
Students will explore cultural, historical, and literary topics from Spanish-speaking countries 
to deepen their understanding of the Spanish-speaking world and enhance their bilingual 
identity. Through engaging projects, discussions, and texts—including short stories, poetry, 
and nonfiction—students will refine their Spanish proficiency in both informal and academic 
settings. 

 

FSS82QQL Native Spanish 2 (Spring Semester) 

Native Spanish 2 is the second part of a year-long course designed for heritage Spanish 
speakers who wish to continue developing their academic language skills. Building on the 
foundation from the fall semester, this course emphasizes more advanced grammar, 
structured writing, and critical analysis of culturally rich texts from across the Spanish-
speaking world. Students will engage in activities such as deeper literary interpretation, 
persuasive writing, and oral presentations while continuing to explore their bilingual identity. 
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The course includes units on contemporary social issues, influential Hispanic figures, and 
media literacy, helping students refine their language skills in both formal and creative 
contexts. 

 

FSS83QQL Native Spanish 3 (Fall Semester) 

Native Spanish 3 is a course designed for heritage Spanish speakers who have a strong 
foundation in reading, writing, and speaking Spanish. In this fall semester course, students 
will engage with complex texts, including novels, essays, poetry, and journalism from a 
variety of Spanish-speaking cultures. Emphasis is placed on academic writing, rhetorical 
analysis, argumentation, and formal oral communication. Students will also explore themes 
such as identity, social justice, and Latin American and Spanish history to develop a deeper 
understanding of their cultural heritage and global Spanish-speaking communities. 

 

FSS84QQL Native Spanish 4 (Spring Semester) 

Native Spanish 4 is designed for students with strong language proficiency and academic 
Spanish skills. In this spring semester course, students will focus on advanced reading, 
writing, and critical thinking through the study of literature, media, and contemporary issues 
in the Spanish-speaking world. The curriculum emphasizes research, persuasive writing, 
formal presentations, and comparative cultural analysis. Students will explore topics such as 
bilingualism, identity, human rights, and global citizenship, while continuing to strengthen 
their command of grammar, style, and rhetoric. 

 

FSS85QQL Native Spanish 5 (Fall Semester) 

Native Spanish 5 is a course that deepens students’ proficiency in academic Spanish while 
preparing them for the rigor of the Checkpoint B examination in June of this course sequence. 
This fall semester focuses on advanced grammar, academic writing, critical reading, and oral 
communication. Students will explore literary and informational texts from across the 
Spanish-speaking world, expanding their analytical and interpretive skills. The course 
emphasizes structured argumentation, synthesis of sources, and cultural perspectives to 
support the development of fluency at a high-intermediate to advanced level. This course 
sets the stage for Native Spanish 6 and the Checkpoint B exam in the spring. 

 

FSS86QQL Native Spanish 6 (Spring Semester) 

Native Spanish 6 is designed to prepare students for the Checkpoint B exam and to 
demonstrate mastery of advanced Spanish language skills. This course emphasizes real-world 
language use in academic, personal, and professional contexts. Students will refine their skills 
in listening, speaking, reading, and writing through intensive practice with authentic 
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materials, such as news articles, short stories, interviews, podcasts, and film. Focus areas 
include formal writing, oral proficiency, interpretive reading, and cultural comparison. 
Students will participate in mock exams and project-based assessments to build confidence 
and fluency. 

 

FSS87QQL Native Spanish 7 (Fall Semester) 

Native Spanish 7 is an advanced course designed for heritage Spanish speakers seeking to 
further develop their linguistic and cultural proficiency. This course focuses on academic 
enrichment through literature, film, media, and contemporary issues in the Spanish-speaking 
world. Students will explore advanced topics in sociolinguistics, cultural identity, and Latin 
American and Spanish history while producing high-level writing, presentations, and projects. 
Emphasis is placed on comparative analysis, critical thinking, and global awareness.  

 

FSS88QQL Native Spanish 8 (Spring Semester) 

Native Spanish 8 is designed for advanced heritage speakers who wish to refine their 
academic, literary, and cultural fluency in Spanish. This spring semester course emphasizes 
high-level textual analysis, comparative literature, and global issues through the lens of the 
Spanish-speaking world. Students will explore contemporary works from Latin America, 
Spain, and the U.S. Latino community, while advancing their written expression through 
literary critique, personal reflection, and research-based projects. Discussions, debates, and 
multimedia presentations provide opportunities for students to synthesize knowledge and 
express complex ideas with confidence and precision. 

 

World Language: Italian 
 

FTS61 Italian 1 (Fall Semester) 

Italian 1 is an introductory course designed for students with little or no prior experience in 
the Italian language. In this fall semester course, students will begin developing foundational 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Italian through engaging, communicative 
activities. Emphasis is placed on basic conversation, pronunciation, vocabulary building, and 
essential grammar structures. Students will also explore Italian culture, geography, and 
everyday life to better understand the context of the language and appreciate its global 
relevance. 

 

FTS62 Italian 2 (Spring Semester) 

Italian 2 builds on the foundational skills acquired in Italian 1, further developing students’ 
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ability to communicate in everyday situations using Italian. In this spring semester course, 
students will expand their vocabulary, improve grammatical accuracy, and strengthen their 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through more complex tasks and authentic 
materials. Emphasis is placed on conversational fluency, comprehension of longer texts, and 
cultural competence. Students will explore new themes such as daily routines, travel, 
shopping, and leisure activities while deepening their understanding of Italian customs, 
traditions, and regional diversity. 

 

FTS63 Italian 3 (Fall Semester) 

Italian 3 is an intermediate-level course that deepens students’ language proficiency through 
more sophisticated vocabulary, grammar, and cultural study. In this fall semester course, 
students will begin to express themselves more confidently and accurately in spoken and 
written Italian, using present, past, and future tenses. The course emphasizes practical 
communication in real-life situations while incorporating authentic Italian texts, videos, 
music, and articles. Students will explore topics such as school life, health, fashion, and Italian 
traditions to expand both linguistic and cultural understanding. 

 

FTS64 Italian 4 (Spring Semester) 

Italian 4 is an intermediate course that continues to develop students’ fluency and cultural 
competence in Italian. In this spring semester course, students refine their ability to express 
ideas clearly in speaking and writing, analyze authentic texts, and engage in more nuanced 
discussions. Emphasis is placed on advanced grammar structures, critical thinking, and 
interpretation of literature, film, and current events from the Italian-speaking world. Themes 
may include the environment, technology, youth culture, and immigration, allowing students 
to connect language skills to real-world issues and Italian society. 

 

FTS65 Italian 5 (Fall Semester) 

Italian 5 is an advanced-level course designed to prepare students for the Checkpoint B exam, 
which they will take in the spring semester. In this fall course, students will build toward 
language mastery by refining their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in academic 
and real-world contexts. Emphasis is placed on grammatical precision, vocabulary 
development, and effective communication across various themes such as travel, education, 
social media, and global citizenship. Students will engage with authentic Italian materials, 
including articles, podcasts, videos, and short literary works, to strengthen their interpretive 
and interpersonal skills. 

 

FTS66 Italian 6 (Spring Semester) 
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Italian 6 is designed to prepare students for the Checkpoint B exam. In this spring semester 
course, students will demonstrate advanced proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing through a variety of performance-based tasks. The curriculum emphasizes real-world 
communication, test-readiness, and cultural understanding, using authentic materials and 
simulated exam practice. Students will review key grammar concepts, build thematic 
vocabulary, and refine their ability to express ideas clearly and persuasively in both spoken 
and written Italian. 

 

World Language: Mandarin 
 

FMS61 Mandarin 1 (Fall Semester) 

Mandarin 1 introduces students to the fundamentals of the Chinese language and culture. 
Students will develop basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing (including pinyin), 
pronunciation, and simplified Chinese characters. Communication is centered on everyday 
topics such as greetings, numbers, family, dates, and basic conversations. Cultural elements 
such as traditional holidays, customs, and Chinese geography are integrated throughout. 

 

FMS62 Mandarin 2 (Spring Semester) 

Mandarin 2 builds on the foundational skills developed in Mandarin 1. Students expand their 
vocabulary and sentence structures to express themselves in everyday situations such as 
shopping, food, school life, and activities. Reading and writing in simplified characters are 
emphasized alongside continued oral practice. Cultural studies deepen with exploration of 
Chinese family life, education, and traditions. 

 

FMS63 Mandarin 3 (Fall Semester) 

Mandarin 3 introduces intermediate language skills, with greater emphasis on sentence 
complexity, past and future tense expression, and character recognition. Students will 
participate in dialogues, write structured compositions, and read level-appropriate texts. 
Themes may include travel, holidays, health, and school routines. Cultural studies explore 
regional differences in language and customs. 

 

FMS64 Mandarin 4 (Spring Semester) 

Mandarin 4 strengthens students’ ability to use Chinese in more complex and abstract ways. 
Students develop more nuanced speaking and writing skills while reading authentic and 
adapted texts. Emphasis is placed on refining tones, understanding idiomatic expressions, and 
practicing storytelling. Cultural topics include modern Chinese youth culture, education, and 
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social norms. 

 
 

FMS65 Mandarin 5 (Fall Semester) 

Mandarin 5 is an advanced course focused on preparing students for the Checkpoint B exam 
or further language proficiency assessments. Students engage in more challenging listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing tasks, using authentic multimedia materials such as news 
segments, interviews, and literature. Topics include global issues, environment, cultural 
comparison, and current events in Chinese-speaking communities. 

 

FMS66 Mandarin 6 (Spring Semester) 

Mandarin 6 is designed to prepare students to demonstrate proficiency on the Checkpoint B 
exam or comparable assessments. The course emphasizes comprehensive skill development 
across all language modes: Interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational. Students refine 
their reading and listening comprehension, craft more advanced writing, and engage in 
formal discussions and cultural comparisons. 

 
Physical Education All Grades 
 
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn and develop motor skills through a 
comprehensively planned Physical Education program in accordance with the Danielson model. Students 
will be empowered to make positive wellness decisions that will lead toward a healthy lifestyle and 
lifelong activity. Students will place emphasis on analyzing specific motor, cognitive and affective skills 
based on the unit being taught.  Student goals for the course are: 
 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and competency in motor skills, movement patterns and strategies 
needed to perform a variety of physical activities. 

2.  Achieve a level of physical fitness for health and performance while demonstrating knowledge 
of fitness concepts, principles and strategies. 

3.  Demonstrate knowledge of physiological and sociological concepts and principles as they apply 
to physical activity. 

 
Students will be assessed as per the Danielson model.  A pre-assessment will be done for each student 
to determine their entry point into the course and identify what style of learning best suits them for that 
unit.  Formal assessments are done during each class including instant feedback that will make the 
student aware of if they met the daily class goals and objectives.  An accumulative assessment will be 
done at the end of each unit to test if the student was able to obtain the knowledge set forth in the 
unit's goals and objectives. 
 
Each unit in Physical Education will build off the previous units motor skills while the cognitive skills and 
affective skills are similar for all units in a Physical Education curriculum. Units will progressively build in 
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motor skills from simple skills to more complex skills that share motor movements. For example simple 
skills such as arm motion for serving volleyball to more complex skills of tracking a ball in the air and 
timing a crow hop jump share the same arm motion. These skill sets will help students prepare for 
activities they will partake in during their lives and will help build their skills as they age. 
 

 
Physical Education and Health Electives 
 
Water Safety Certification (Lifeguard Training) 
This sequence of courses provides the opportunity to complete CPR /First aid and lifeguard certification.  
Students will train for water safety and lifeguard certification.  Upon successful completion of this 
course sequence students will be eligible to take the American Red Cross water safety certification and 
to qualify to work as lifeguards.   
 

Emergency Medical Technician  
Students in the EMT or Emergency Medical Technician course will train to serve as paramedics.  
Upon successful completion of the EMT course, students will be eligible to take the New York 
State certification exam and upon graduation from high school work as EMT’s or paramedics for 
the FDNY or private ambulance services.   

 
Art, Music, and Theatre Electives 
 
Theatre Scope and Sequence 

Introduction to Acting 

Description: The goal of this class is to awaken the imagination, emotion, and intellect of the 

student actor by making him/her aware of the transforming power and universality of theatre 

and the skills required to achieve excellence in performance. It is the beginning of the actor’s 

journey of exploration to uncover the meaning and vision of any play and playwright in order to 

discover the “who, why, where, when and how” of each character to best serve the vision of 

the play. It is imperative the student actor understands the craft of acting, which requires a 

disciplined approach to voice, speech, movement, as well as an intellectual rigor in dissecting 

text, subtext, and style. Finally, this course will stress both the actor's ability to use "self" (body, 

mind, and experience) in a believable, honest way, as well as his/her willingness and resilience 

to transform that "self" beyond its pre-established boundaries. Students in the Acting class 

write scenes as well as engage in the cliquing process. Thus, much of what students do in the 

course is provide each other with constructive feedback via the use of critiquing protocols. 

Theatre Production 

Description: This course is for students who are in the Acting/Theatre pathway. Students may 

continue taking Theatre Production from their junior year until the end of their senior year. 
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Each class builds on the other. This course is designed to provide the students with an 

opportunity to explore and learn the process of mounting a theatrical production from start to 

finish. In this course the students will act in and produce a play or scene night to be performed 

for the public each semester. In the participatory component the students will rehearse and 

then perform the chosen piece. Production responsibilities will include scenery, costumes, 

props and stage management. Administrative aspects will consist of securing royalties, 

marketing and publicity, playbill design, and house management. 

Art Scope and Sequence 

Studio Art 

Description: This course is a two semester art survey course. The course will teach the 

fundamentals of Art. This course should be offered as the first course in the art series. It is the 

foundation of all art courses. The elements and principles of art. Students will learn basic 

drawing and painting techniques. At the end of the course, students would have created a 

corpus of art projects. 

Drawing 

Description: Drawing is a two semester course and is the first course to be taken by students 

who are in the Fine Arts pathway. Students in this course must have taken Studio Art as the 

prerequisite course. This course will provide students with advanced art experiences that will 

develop visual competence, expertise of skills in two-dimensional art in value and in color, and 

awareness of historical art movements. Students will engage in self and peer critiques. They will 

write artists' statements, as well as reflective pieces. By the end of this course students would 

have produced an array of pieces that will help to build their portfolio.  

Painting 

Description: Painting should be taken after a student has taken Studio Art and Drawing. 

Painting is a two semester visual art course where students will explore and experience a 

variety of painting techniques, media, and historical approaches to art. Painting is a problem-

solving course dealing with form, color, line, and texture (figurative and abstract). Through the 

use of the world outside the classroom, models, drawings, photographs, and imagination, 

students interpret and express the painter’s world in a variety of materials including acrylic and 

tempera paint, watercolor, ink, paper and canvas as well as a variety of experimental media. At 

the end of the course students would have engaged in critique, as well as writing Artists 

statements and reflective pieces. By the end of this course students would have produced an 

array of pieces that will help to build their portfolio. 

Ceramics 
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Description: Ceramics is an art elective that must be taken ONLY after a student has taken 

Studio Art as the perquisite course.  This class will introduce students to building with clay. 

Emphasis will be placed on the design elements; line, shape, texture, and color. Focus will be on 

the hand building techniques; pinch, coil and slabs. Functional as well as sculptural applications 

will be explored. Introduction to traditional and historical ceramic arts will be incorporated into 

the workshop experiences. Students will be introduced to the craft of wheel thrown pottery on 

a limited basis. Various glaze and decoration techniques for finishing work will be introduced in 

the beginning class. At the end of the course students would have engaged in critique, as well 

as writing Artists statements and reflective pieces. By the end of this course students would 

have produced an array of pieces that will help to build their portfolio. 

Graphic Design 

Description: The perquisite to this course is Art Studio. This course is an introduction to 

elements of design, spatial relationships, typography and imagery as they apply to practical 

visual solutions for self-promotion, resumes, logo design, Web design, and sequential systems. 

This course instructs the student in graphic design skills employing traditional and digital tools, 

materials and procedures employed in the communication arts industry. Students will learn to 

use Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator. The focus will be on finding creative visual 

solutions to communication problems using technical skills. 

Music Scope and Sequence 

FOUNDATIONAL COURSES 

Mixed Chorus 

Description: This course fulfills the arts requirement for graduation. Mixed Chorus is a course 

focused on vocal technique, learning music notation, sight-singing, and preparing repertoire 

mainly for the winter and spring concerts. Classes will consist of warming-up the body and voice 

for healthy singing, reading music on solfege (do, re, mi, fa, etc…) and other syllables, and 

rehearsing repertoire for performances. Mixed Chorus is open to any student and fulfills the 

Fine Arts requirement. Honors contract students will receive additional requirements, such as a 

quarterly projects 

Piano 

Description: This course fulfills the arts requirement for graduation. This course is designed 

for students who wish to develop basic piano playing skills, or expand on their existing skills. ... 

While playing, students will be working individually and in small groups to master the 

techniques of playing and to learn pieces 

 

Beginning Guitar 
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Description: This course fullest the arts requirement for graduation. Guitar is a one-semester 

course covering the basics of the instrument and an application of essential music 

fundamentals.  Students will learn the basics of playing guitar at a beginning level through 

studying music notation, chord symbols, and peer modeling.  A brief history of the guitar along 

with a study of its respective musical styles will also be covered in this course.  The main 

objective of this course is to create an enhanced appreciation for music through playing the 

guitar.  Students will learn how to read music notation, chord symbols, and tablature.  Students 

will also gain a better understanding of many different musical genres including classical, 

flamenco, blues, jazz, rock, and pop music. 

Beginning Band 

Description: Beginning Band: This course fullest the arts requirement for graduation. The Music 

Department offers Freshman Band to entering 9th grade band students for the study and 

performance of quality band music.  Class activities emphasize the development of instrument 

technique, tone production, tuning, fundamentals of music theory, music reading, and listening 

skills. 

ADVANCED CHOIR AND INSTRUMENTAL COURSES 

Clover Advance Chorus 

Description: This course is designed for students who have demonstrated vocal ability and 

would like to develop their vocal skills. This is an audition class. The course explores choral 

music from a wide variety of cultures and time periods through study and performance.  The 

core curriculum emphasizes vocal technique, sight-reading, music theory, and music 

history.  Clover is a performance class. Students are required to participate in one evening 

concert each quarter as a major part of their grade. Additionally, Clover students perform at 

Honor Roll ceremonies, as well as at the yearly graduation ceremony. 

Brass Ensemble 

Description: Brace Ensemble is an upper-level performance opportunity for experienced wind 

and percussion players.  This is an audition class. This course offers students with opportunities 

to work on performance technique and opportunities for performances, including experiences 

in chamber music, analysis, theory and history. Clover is a performance class. Students are 

required to participate in one evening concert each quarter as a major part of their grade. 

Additionally, Brace Ensemble students perform at Honor Roll ceremonies, as well as at the 

yearly graduation ceremony 

A.P. Music Theory  

Description:  The AP Music Theory course corresponds to two semesters of a typical 

introductory college music theory course that covers topics such as musicianship, theory, 
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musical materials, and procedures. Musicianship skills, including dictation and other listening 

skills, sight singing, and harmony, are considered an important part of the course. Through the 

course, students develop the ability to recognize, understand, and describe basic materials and 

processes of tonal music that are heard or presented in a score. Development of aural skills is a 

primary objective. Performance is also part of the curriculum through the practice of sight 

singing. Students understand basic concepts and terminology by listening to and performing a 

wide variety of music. Notational skills, speed, and fluency with basic materials are also 

emphasized. 

Advance Guitar Ensemble 

Description: This course is an audition class. Advance Guitar builds on the fundamentals of 

Guitar I using the same step-by-step interactive approach. Chord styling is developed by 

learning solo and ensemble music. The style of the music ranges from Blues to Vivaldi including 

“Pop Melodies”. It is for those who have had Guitar I or equivalent training. Includes ensemble 

pieces, solos, chords and arpeggios. 

 

College Now through LaGuardia Community College 

Grover Cleveland High School partners with LaGuardia Community College to offer students the 
opportunity to take college courses while in high school.  The course offerings vary by semester 
and students are invited to register for the courses each semester.    
 

National Equity Lab 

We offer students the opportunity to earn college credits through Yale University, University of 
Connecticut, Howard University, and Arizona State University through our partnership with 
National Equity Lab.  Courses vary by semester and students must apply for admission.   
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ATHLETICS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

At Grover Cleveland H.S. We offer students an extensive after school program including 
academic assistance, PM School, College counseling, and social and recreational activities.  
Students must complete an application at the beginning of the year in order to participate in 
these activities. 
 

PSAL Athletics 
Girls’ Volleyball JV & Varsity    Boys’ Volleyball  
Girls’ Soccer JV & Varsity    Boys’ Soccer 
JV Basketball Boys’      Varsity Basketball Boys’ 
JV Basketball Girls’     Varsity Basketball Girls’ 
Bowling        Handball (coed) 
Girls’ Swimming      Girls’ Softball 
Boys’ Swimming      Boys’ Varsity Baseball 
Girls’ Track      Cross-Country 
Boys ‘Track      Boys’ Tennis 
Girls Tennis                                 Wrestling 
Girl’s Badminton 

Clubs 

A World of Difference Club   Art and Mural Club                                         
Artistic Expressions    Asian Culture Club 
Bilingual Writing Club    Boxing and Jiu Jitsu Club   
Cleveland Chronicles Club   Cosmetics Club 
Crochet Club     Gamers Alliance 
Fashion Club     Future Forward AI 
Indoor CoEd Soccer Club   K-Pop Dance Club 
Key Club      Mandarin Club 
Multicultural Club    Music Technology Workshop
 My Brother’s Keeper    My Sister’s Keeper 
Ping-Pong Club     Science Olympiad  
 Sisterhood Dance Alliance   Volleyball Club 
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Web Design Club                      Zine Club 
……... And many more   

 
Acknowledgement of Receipt of Handbook Home Copy 
 
 
I understand the policies contained in this handbook and agree to abide by them.  
I understand that the policies and procedures are in place to promote the safe and orderly 
function of Grover Cleveland High School and to provide for the environment most conducive 
to perpetuating the culture of academic excellence that exists at Grover Cleveland High 
School.   
  
 ___________________________________________________________ 
 Student’s Name (PRINT) 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________ 
 Student’s Signature      Date 
 
 Family Acknowledgement 
 
 I, _________________________________________ hereby acknowledge the receipt of this 
student handbook and agree to the best of my ability to work with the staff of Grover 
Cleveland High School in order to ensure that my child adheres to all policies instituted at 
Grover Cleveland High School.    
 
______________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT)  
 
___________________________________ ________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature    Date 
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